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League play is coming to an end for the 2024-25 season very soon. It
seems like it wasn’t that long ago we were throwing the first rocks of the
season and now we are almost done. The season sure did go quickly.

The Sunday Team Entry League, sponsored by Boston Pizza, will be
holding its playoff championship spiel from April 4-6 at the club. This will be
run as a bracket. After the regular season ended, teams on Sunday were
playing games that were for seeding in this final playoff event. The regular
season title was won by the Kevin Gouthro rink with skip Kevin, Walter
Nichols, Robbie Biron and Douglas Fewer. Everyone is welcome to stop by
to take in some of the great action in the Playoff Spiel for Team Entry. A
schedule will be posted online once it is finalized.

The Monday Mixed League is coming to it’s final games and it looks like it
will come down to the wire for determining a winner. The Peter Maclintyre
rink and the Bryant Cormier rink are currently tied after Cormier defeated
Maclintyre on the final day or March. That means it will come down to the
final week of play and the final games of the season for both teams before
we crown a champ. Kristen Bell had her team in the mix for the title as well
but a loss to Keith MacEachern at the end of March put that title out of
reach. She still has a chance to play spoiler though as she will be taking on
Maclntyre in the last game of the season. Cormier will be playing the Lynn
Kelly rink in their final game.

In the Tuesday Mixed League it looks like no one will be able to catch the
Julia Cormier rink and they will win the league title. Cormier and the Carrie
Cress rink were tied with 15 points each heading into the final round but
with Cormier not losing in this round and Cress only able to muster one
point from a tie so far, Cormier vaulted ahead and cannot be caught by
Cress. Samantha Livingstone was also in contention for first place but, even
though her rink had a great second half of the season, they weren’t able to
overcome the deficit they created with a slow start in the first part of the
season. Both Mixed Leagues are sponsored by East Side Mario’s.
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The Emerald Isle Women’s League has one week remaining on its schedule
and it looks like the Carrie Cress rink have first place locked up. Cress has
a four-point lead over two teams tied for second place, the Julia Cormier
rink and the Val Macintyre rink. With only one game left in the schedule,
neither will be able to catch the league leading Cress team.

The Schooner Doubles league is also down to its last game with three
players having a chance at first. For most of the season, Leo Fraser and Bill
Farr were holding down top spot with undefeated records. That changed in
March with Farr dropping two games and Fraser suffering one loss and one
tie. Gordie Cormier is now in the mix for top spot as he also has two losses
on the year. Fraser simply has to win to solidify first overall but a loss by him
and a win by Cormier or Farr would give them the title. To make things more
interesting, Farr and Cormier will face off in their final games of the season.
Its’s been a great season in the doubles league and it’s fitting that it would
come down to this exciting conclusion to determine a winner.

The Firestop Men’s League has come down to its last game that will be
played on Thursday, April 3. The league playoff was run as a round robin
with the top four teams making it to a semi final game to determine who
would play for the league’s playoff title. The final game will have the Bill Farr
Rink taking on the Keith MacEachern rink. Farr finished second in the round
robin portion of the playoff and faced Mel Windsor and his foursome in the
semi final while MacEachern earned a fourth place birth and ended up
taking on the first place Fred Gillis rink in the other semi final. MacEachern
upset the league’s regular season winners by making a draw to the four foot
to win the game in an extra end. Farr and MacEachern will face off in the
championship game while Gillis and Windsor are scheduled to play a
consolation game.

Check back in the first edition of the newsletter for the 2025-26 season for a
summary of all league winners.

Schooner Matinee Curling has wrapped up for the season after enjoying a
great year. There were some great turnouts this year with a good core of
regulars and lots of different members taking part on various weeks. A big
thank you goes out to Alison Grapes who coordinated Matinee Curling this
season. There will be a luncheon for everyone who took part in Matinee
curling this season on May 9 at 1pm at the Bonnie Prince. Please RSVP to
Alison if you can make it.

The annual Jackie Pearson Memorial Doubles Spiel was to be held on
March 14" and 15™ but, unfortunately, it had to be cancelled due to a lack of
teams signing up. Originally there were eleven teams on the registration
sheet but that was lowered to nine when a couple of teams dropped out for
various reasons. The Schooner executive decided it wasn’t worth running
the spiel with a reduced number of teams and there was no time left on the
Schooner calendar to reschedule the event. We hope to have this spiel
make its return next season and fill up with teams as it has in the past.



Triples
Curling

Triples Curling, an exciting new discipline that has been developed by
Curling Canada, is proving very popular with many who give it a try and that
certainly was the case when the Schooner club hosted a spiel using the
new format on March 21 and 22.
As its name suggests, curlers compete in teams of 3 when playing this
format. All ends consist of 6 shots thrown per team, with each player
throwing 2 shots. Unless otherwise indicated, Curling Canada’s rules apply
to triples, including those related to the free guard zone.
The scoring is a little different than in regular curling with the games
consisting of 3 ‘Sets’ of 2 ends each with each set almost being like a 2-end
‘Mini-Game’, The team with the highest score after 2 ends in each set wins
that set. However, if the score is tied at the completion of the set, it
becomes a ‘Split Set’. Each ‘Set’ is assigned a point value in the rules.
Curlers play each of the 3 positions (i.e., Lead, Middle, and Skip) for one set
of the game. Teams can determine which player starts in each position
during set 1. However, from that point onward the rotation of players must
be as set out in the rules. After each set, the players all move forward one
position. If the game is tied after set 3, a team draw-to-the-button tie-
breaker is used. If both teams finish the tie-breaker with the same number
of points, each team identifies 1 curler to throw a single measured draw-to-
the-button for the win (with sweeping). While is all sounds a little
complicated, it really isn’t that bad and curlers in the spiel, after a little
confusion in the beginning, caught on quickly.
Play got underway on Friday evening with all 12 teams taking part in games
that were expected to take about an hour and half to play. With some minor
exceptions, that time frame was maintained pretty closely, even when
games went into an overtime draw.
The first draw of the spiel saw the Three Musketeers, Lori and David Rich
and Bernadette Cormier, take on A Rose Between Two Thorns, Paul ‘Delio’
Delasandro, Natalie Maglario and Bryan Nash, while PBG (Pier Boy Gang),
made up of Benito Delorenzo, Brian Laughlin and Russell Fitzgerald, took
on Two Sinners and a Saint, Stephen Leslie, Jenna MacNeil and Dane
Rudderham. The Three Musketeers and Two Sinners and a Saint were
winners and would stay to play further in the ‘A’ division while losers of the
first games would drop to ‘C’. Other games that evening saw Three Sheets
to the Wind, Gordie Cormier, Kirk McNeil and Terrance Nicholson, defeat
Snap Crackle and Pop, Alison Grapes, Kat O’Hagan and Mark Monohan,
The Bermuda Triangle, Meranda Bullen, Walter Nichols and Val Maclintyre,
defeat The Hobbits made up of Justin Humphrey, Sam Livingstone and
Lynn Kelly, Duck Duck Goose, Leo Fraser, Marnie MacDonald and Frances
Ford, defeat Third Wheel, Julia Cormier, Robbie Biron and Kevin Gouthro,
and finally The Three Stooges, Bill Farr, Jennifer Brain and Bob Smith,
defeat The Three Amigos, Keith MacEachern, Bryant Cormier and Kristen
Bell. It was a great start to the event with minimal confusion given that this
was a brand new format with new rules to play by.
Play got underway on Saturday morning at around 10am With the first play
in the ‘C Division. Games carried on all day until we made it to the finals of
the four available divisions. Curlers and guests were treated to delicious
pizza in the afternoon that was generously donated by Kenny’s Pizza
Whitney Pier. By the end of the day Saturday, after a lot of great curling and
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fun, we had all of our championship games set. The ‘A’ Division saw Two
Sinners and a Saint taking on Duck Duck Goose. Duck Duck Goose had
defeated The Three Stooges in an overtime draw and then The Bermuda
Triangle to make it to the main event while Two Sinners and a Saint had a
slightly easier path, only having to win one game on Saturday, that being
against The Three Musketeers. The ‘B’ final we had The Three Stooges
taking on The Bermuda Triangle. After losing in the ‘A’ division, the
Bermuda Triangle defeated the Three Musketeers and the Three Stooges
took out Three Sheets to the Wind in a game that needed to be decided by
an overtime draw. The ‘C’ Division would see PBG play against the Hobbits
for that title. PBG had earlier defeated A Rose Between Two Thorns to get
there while the Hobbits needed to Snap Crackle and Pop and The Three
Amigos to earn their spot. The final division, the ‘D’ division, would see
Third Wheel play A Rose Between Two Thorns in its final. Third Wheel
didn’t have to win a game to get to this final, the draw brought them without
a victory, while A Rose Between Two Thorns did have to defeat Snap
Crackle and Pop to punch their ticket to the final game.

Once all the rocks were thrown in all of the final games we crowned our
winners in Schooner’s inaugural Triples Spiel. The ‘A’ Winner was Two
Sinners and a Saint (Stephen, Jenna and Dane), the ‘B’ title was taken by
The Three Stooges (Bill, Jennifer and Bob), ‘C’ was won by PBG (Russell,
Brian and Benito) while Third Wheel (Julia, Robbie and Kevin) rounded out
the winners by taking the ‘D’ title. All winners and runners up were rewarded
with great prizes that they could choose from on the prize table.

Overall, a great event for the Schooner Club with a lot of positive feedback
from everyone who took part. It's very likely that this spiel will return to the
Schooner calendar in years to come.

A big thank you to everyone who took part, to everyone who helped
organize and run the spiel, to Kristen Bell for making the rules posters to
make it easier for everyone to keep things strait and to everyone like ice
crew, bartenders, housekeeping and so on who always make the events at
the Schooner club so great. We hope to see everyone back next season for
the second annual Schooner Triples Spiel.

The final curling event of the 2024-25 season, the John Bonaparte Memorial
Closing Spiel, will take place from April 101 to 12™. This event is open to
everyone even if you have no curling experience. We will provide the
equipment you need and the instruction if required. It is single entry for $30
per player and you can choose to play one game on either Thursday or
Friday night with all curlers playing two games on Saturday. Registration is
now open at the club. There will be food served on Saturday. Also on
Saturday, plan to stick around for our closing spiel dance with DJ Jimmy
from 9-1. Open to everyone. Plan to join us and end the season off with a
bang.
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The final Schooner Fun Night of the season took place on Saturday, March
15", There was a good crowd in attendance with many new faces to the
club experiencing the sport of curling with many attendees getting their
green on for some St. Paddy’s Day fun. There was birthday cake to
celebrate a couple of Schooner birthdays, Brian Laughlin and Georgette
‘G$” Sparkes. There were a few rousing games of Left-Right-Centre and
many of the people who came to try curling went out for a second round of
throwing rocks after enjoying some delicious pizza. Overall a great night
and a great way to end fun nights for the season.

A big thank you goes out to everyone who joined us this year at the
Schooner Fun Nights and to everyone who helped out in any way. Fun
Nights are important to the club as they introduce new people not only to
the sport of curling but to the club itself and lets them experience the causal
and fun atmosphere we convey.

We are looking for fun night coordinators for next season if anyone is
interested and has some free time to give.

The Strait Area Community Curling Club (SACCC) held its annual Industrial
Bonspiel in early March and there were Schooner curlers there taking part
and representing the club. Schooner members Robbie Biron teamed up with
former members Shane Langille and Brittni Delorenzo to form a team with
Jim Brown and took the overall spiel title by winning the ‘A’ Division.
Stephen Leslie, Jenna MacNeil and Kristen Bell teamed up with SACCC
curler Jeremy Brow and wound up as Runners-Up in the ‘C’ Division. Also
competing under the Schooner banner was Kevin Gouthro, Julia Cormier,
Meranda Fitzgerald-Bullen and Jenn Haigh. Meranda, along with being a
Schooner member, is also a member of SACCC and coordinated the event.
Thank you to all Schooner members who represented the club so well and
thank you to the SACCC for hosting another great event.

The Sydney Curling club held its annual Spring Mixed Spiel from March 28-
20. Formerly known as ‘The Moosehead’ after its longtime sponsor, the
spiel sponsor this year was Coldstream Clear Distillery and in recent years
has become known simply as ‘The Mixed”. This is one of the most
anticipated spiels of the year on the local curling scene and draws curlers
from many clubs, a lot of whom are returning to their roots of curling that
originated at the Sydney Curling Club such as Christina Black, top four
finisher at the Scotties Women’s Canadian Championship and Kris
Granchelli, member of a World Senior Men’s winning team. A total of 24
teams took part in the event that ran over three days. There was a great
party atmosphere at the club that was kept going even after the games
ended by live entertainment on both Friday and Saturday nights.

Schooner was once again represented at the event and did pretty well
overall in the standings. Team Gouthro, which included Kevin Gouthro, Julia
Cormier, Robbie Biron and Samantha Livingston, were ‘A’ division runners
up, losing to the Mark MacNamara rink in a game that Gouthro was ahead
in until the seventh end and, arguably, should have won. Gouthro got out to
a quick lead that MacNamara battled back from but, in the sixth, Gouthro
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had an open draw for two that would have given him a three-point lead
heading to the seventh. Gouthro was light on that draw and settled for one,
giving him a 6-4 lead with only two ends to play. The seventh end was
disastrous for Team Gouthro, giving up four to now trail 8-6 heading into the
final end. That missed draw in end six now looming even larger, putting
Gouthro down two points instead of just one. Gouthro battled in the eighth
end for his two points to tie but a late double by Mark MacNamara left
Gouthro with a virtually impossible triple take out to score two that he was
unable to make. It was a good end result for Team Gouthro and a good
spiel overall that included defeating a very strong Kris Granchelli rink that
included the Senior Men’s World Champion Granchelli, top four Scottie’s
skip Christina Black, Canadian Men’s Club champion Kurt Roach and long-
time and accomplished curler Laura Young. Gouthro’s march to the ‘A’ final
also included defeating the Mike McNamara rink in the ‘A’ semi-final.
McNamara is from the Strait Area Community Curling Club but was joined
by Schooner members Stephen Leslie and Jenna MacNeil and dual
Schooner/SACCC member Meranda Fitzgerald Bullen. Schooner member
Kristen Bell also filled in on team McNamara through the event. McNamara
also had a good run and beat some difficult teams on his way to the
matchup with Gouthro in the semi-final. After dropping that game to
Gouthro. Team McNamara lost to Team Barrick, a team they had beaten
earlier in the event, who then went on to defeat Team Granchelli in the ‘B’
final.

The ‘C’ final also had Schooner representation with former member Phillip
Edwards skipping a team that included another former member, or should |
say Schooner legend, Wally MacDonald. Edwards and MacDonald were
joined by Christina Edwards and Jenna MacLellan. Team Edwards lost their
first game to the Thomas Drover rink but won three in a row to make it to
the ‘C’ championship game. They ended up losing to Marie Young in the
final and had to settle for the runner-up position. The ‘D’ division was won
by the Fletcher Hunston rink who defeated team Amanda MacAulay in the
final.

Congratulations to the Sydney Curling Club on another very successful
‘Mixed’. Congratulations as well to all the winners. It was a great spiel for
everyone who took part and to everyone who dropped by the club to take in
some of the great curling action. If you couldn’t make it in person, there
were games streamed online all weekend as well. The Sydney Club has
come a long way with their streaming and do a great job. Streams include
multiple camera angles, slow motion replays, scoreboards that also include
rock counts for each end, cuts to other games for updates and miked up
commentary as well as on-ice skips being miked up. It is very professional
and very enjoyable to watch.

Keep an eye on the Sydney Curling Club’s schedule for next year’s Spring
Mixed. I’'m sure it will be a great one again.

The Sebastien Lefort rink, Skip Sebastien LeFort, Mate Todd Mercer,
Second Mike Garden and Lead Nolan Drover, from the Sydney Curling
Club, will represent Nova Scotia at the 2025 Canadian Curling Club
Championship. The event will be held at the 110-year-old Granite Curling
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Club in Winnipeg Manitoba from November 18-23, 2025. Lefort won the
Nova Scotia Curling Club Title at an event at the Lakeshore Curling Club of
Lower Sackville in March while sporting a 7-1 record and capping off the
event with a close 4-3 victory over Team Deagle from the Bridgewater
Curling Club. The Schooner Club congratulates team LeFort on their win
and wishes them the best of luck at the national championship.

Everyone is reminded that the Schooner Club is holding nominations now
for next seasons executive and committees. A sign-up sheet is posted on
the bulletin board with the current position holder and whether or not that
are re-offering for the position. All positions are available, even if the current
position holder is re-offering. For any position where there are two oe more
candidates, an election will be held at the Schooner General Meeting that
will take place during the Awards Banquet on May 3. If anyone has any time
to give to the club, please consider signing up for one of the available
positions. We can always use your help.

The Schooner Club held a spaghetti dinner fundraiser on Friday, March 28.
Dinners were made by Kitchen Party Catering that is run by Laura Young,
Tommy Young’s daughter. Overall we had a successful event with around
295 dinners being sold, netting the club over $1700. Dinners were $12 each
of which the club got $6. Thank you to Lynn Kelly and the other Schooner
Executive who worked hard on the event, to all the volunteers who helped
out on Thursday evening and Friday morning with sorting orders, packing
and delivering, to everyone who sold dinners and, of course, to everyone
who bought dinners in support of the club. Lastly, thank you to Laura and
Kitchen Party Catering for working with is again this year on this important
fundraiser.

Talented local artist and Schooner Club member, Alison Grapes, has
donated a painting she has done of the club to be used for a fundraiser. We
are doing a block draw where one lucky participant will be drawn as the
winner of this work of art. Blocks are $10 each and are selling fast. If you
don’t win, there will also be prints made of the original painting that will be
available to anyone who may want to purchase one. Prints will be $20 each.
Don’t miss out on your chance to own this beautiful work of art by a such a
wonderful artist. A great keepsake for any Schooner member or friend of the
club.

The Sportsweep ticket draw was another success this season with
members selling in the vicinity of 500 tickets and the club netting around
$1800. This is a no-lose fundraiser as Sport Nova Scotia takes on all the
risks, costs and management of the draw. Every ticket we sell gets us a
guaranteed us a set amount of revenue, $3.75 per ticket.
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Thank you to Kristen Bell and Lynn Kelly for organizing and running the
fundraiser, thank you to everyone who bought tickets and to all the
members who sold them.

The Strait Area Community Curling Club is holding a 50/50 draw to raise
money for their club. Tickets are $10 each or 3 for $25. If you are interested
in supporting the SACCC you can contact the club in Port Hawkesbury or
Schooner member Meranda Fitzgerald-Bullen who is also a member at
SACCC and is coordinating the draw. The draw date is May 24, 2025.

The Schooner Club will once again be holding our year end skating party at
the club this season after it was called off for the last couple of years. After
all the rocks are thrown and curling is done for the season, the Schooner ice
is opened up to members and their families to throw on their skates and
have a different kind of fun. The skating party will be held on Sunday, April
13, from 1-3 and is open to all Schooner members, their families and
guests. Bring the kids and let them have some fun. There will also be hot
dogs and treats for everyone. Plan to join us.

The Schooner Curling Club will be holding its annual awards banquet,
closing general meeting and dance on Saturday, May 3 at the club. Things
will get underway at 7pm. While the order is yet undecided, there will be a
meal, either Swiss Chalet Chicken or Chinses food, we will hold the closing
meeting and we will give out the year’s awards to all of our winners. We will
cap the night off with a dance with music by DJ Jimmy. Members who wish
to attend the dinner will need to register and pay $20. The meal is only open
to Schooner members due to space restrictions but the remainder of the
evening, including the dance, is open to everyone. There is no charge for
the dance. If you do plan to attend dinner, please register and pay as soon
as possible so we can get final numbers. It’s going to be a great night. Don’t
miss it. Help us end the 2024-25 curling season off right.

Schooner members are reminded to keep their eyes open for some summer
events that the club usually holds. Schooner Golf normally takes place in
late June and we also have at least one washer toss tournament in either
July or August. Schooner Golf normally consists of nine holes of golf and a
steak BBQ at the club. Watch the Schooner website and Facebook page for
more details as they become available and plan to take part.

While things have been somewhat quiet for us at the Schooner Club with
regard to the New Dawn Pallet Village, that has not necessarily been the
case for others in Pine Tree Park. For us, there have been a couple of
instances where members have seen and been approached by people in
the parking lot area but the encounters have been mild with people mainly
looking for a ride or, in some cases, making no contact at all. However, it
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was reported by some residents of the park at a recent community meeting
that there have been Pallet residents approaching their homes and in some
cases entering the home. There are also reports of drug and alcohol use
around the residential areas of the park and that cleanup efforts for drug
paraphernalia such as needles has not been as well done as was originally
promised.

At that same meeting it was also reported that there have been some of the
more problematic residents removed from the Pallet Village and replaced
with other residents. The actual number of replaced residents is unclear as
Is where the residents that were removed actually went. With New Dawn set
to open the apartment complex they constructed in Sydney’s North End, it is
expected that some of the current Pallet residents will be transitioned to that
facility as a more permanent place to live and new residents will be coming
into the Pallet Village. It will remain to be seen if things get better or worse
after that happens. There is a new Pallet Village manager that, according to
Schooner’s liaison, Richard Lorway, seems to be taking a more hard nosed
approach to running the facility and will keep problems more to a minimum
than the previous manager.

All Schooner members are reminded to remain alert when entering and
leaving the club and to avoid going into the parking lot alone if possible.
Avoid leaving valuables in sight in your vehicle and always lock your vehicle
when it's parked in our lot. Again, we have been lucky with only a few minor
incidents taking place but it’s always better to be safe rather than sorry.
Members are also encouraged to report any incident, no matter how minor,
to the club executive or to the pallet hotline posted at the club.

Another thing of interest to note is that the new security building that was
promised by New Dawn has begun. It is located not that far beyond the
Schooner parking lot on the same side of the street as we are on. This
should give security staff a better view of our building and parking lot and
allow them to better see people who are heading in our direction.

Where does the time go? It seems like not that long ago we were picking up
our curling brooms and throwing the first rocks of the season in the opening
spiel. Now we are thinking about soon trading our brooms for garden rakes
and golf clubs as we prepare for the closing spiel and the end of another
season. And what a great season it was. Right from the Ray Cameron
Memorial and on through to the soon to be held John Bonaparte Memorial
and the year-end skating party, it couldn’t have been much better. We had a
great membership again this season, many returning but also a lot of new
faces who joined us this year and added so much to the Schooner
experience. It truly is our members that makes the Schooner Club such a
fun place to be.

| want to say a big thank you to all the members who volunteer their time
and give so much to the club. To Julia and the and all the Schooner
executive, thank you for all you do. It's no small task and | want you to know
it is very much appreciated. Thank you to Brian and everyone who helps
with the ice, especially Russell. | was there to help when | could because,
luckily enough, | had some free time to give this year. It’s lots of work but
the more hands that are involved the lighter the load for everyone. We were
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certainly spoiled this year with the ice being done for almost all league
games and spiels. Thank you to those who help with the bar, help clean the
club and keep it looking great, to our Drawmaster, Richard, for looking after
the leagues again this year, to everyone who helps with spiels and other
events, there are just too many to name. | think | am safe in saying that
pretty much every member of the club did something this year to help out.
And it’s not just volunteering, When Schooner members are sick or have
another commitments and can’t make a game, there is always someone
willing to step up to fill in and make sure the game goes on. It's those type
of things that make Schooner such a great place.

So now we are almost done. We will go our separate ways and enjoy the
summer months in different ways. Have a great summer everyone. | hope to
see you all again in the fall at the Schooner club where we will once again
wish each other ‘Good Curling’, raise a drink to the winners and enjoy
another great curling season. Take care.

Bull
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