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Schooner Curling 
Club 
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 In The Hack       
 

           Schooner Curling Club Newsletter 

 

 Volume 125 December, 2024 
 

   

 December 12-14 Turkey Spiel 

Saturday, December 14th Turkey Spiel Dance 

December 21 - January 4 Holiday Break 

January 10-11 Mixed Doubles Spiel  

Saturday, January 25th Stick Curling Clinic 

Saturday, January 25th Fun Night 

February 7-8 Sweetheart Women's Spiel 

February 14-16 Schooner Cash Spiel 

Saturday, February 15 Cash Spiel Dance 

Saturday, February 22 Fun Night 

March 7-8 Jackie Pearson Memorial Doubles 

Spiel 

Saturday, March 15th Fun Night 

April 4-6 Team Entry Finals 

April 10-12 John Bonaparte Memorial Closing 

Spiel 

Saturday, April 12 Closing Dance 

Saturday, May 3th Awards Banquet and Dance 
NOTE: All dates are tentative and subject to change. Check the club website or bulletin board for changes and 

additions. 

 
 

   
 

  

League 
Roundup 

 

League play is well underway for the season and it’s been busy so far. 
The Sunday Team Entry league has a total of seven teams competing 
which means there is a bye for one team each week on the schedule. 
Kevin Gouthro’s foursome sit in the early lead with three wins and six 
points. Brian Laughlin, Mel Windsor and Stephen Leslie all sit tied with 
four points although Windsor has only played two games, winning both, 
while Laughlin and Leslie have had three starts and sport identical 2-1 
records. Team Entry missed a week in November when it was 
rescheduled due to many teams being away taking part in the Strait and 
Area club’s Cash Spiel. 
Schooner’s Mixed curling has a new format this year in that there are two 
leagues, one for Monday night and one for Tuesday. There are six teams 
competing on Monday and five on Tuesday. The Bryant Cormier rink has 
an early lead in the Monday league while the Carrie Cress rink has top 
spot on Tuesday for now.  
Wednesday evenings at the club have two leagues competing on 
alternate weeks. The Schooner Doubles league has returned for another 
year with a full complement of 24 participants and the inaugural season of 
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the Schooner Women’s League sees seven teams taking part with all the 
ladies that participate having a great time. So far, the alternate week 
scheduling of these leagues has been well received and very popular with 
all who take part.  
The Schooner Men’s League is back at it again this year on Thursday 
nights. There are six teams in the league this season. Recently, there was 
a change in the schedule for Men’s with start times of games being 
moved to 6:30 and 8:30 from the traditional 7:00 and 9:00 starts. This was 
well received by all curlers in the league. As it has been for the last 
number of seasons, the Men’s league has good parity with any team able 
to defeat any other on a given night. This makes the league competitive 
for everyone. Men’s has missed one week from the schedule in 
November due to high condensation and dripping in the ice shed. The Bill 
Farr rink has the early lead in Men’s but, just as it is in all leagues at this 
point, it is still early and things can change quickly.  
Matinee curling has made its return to the Schooner Schedule in its usual 
time slot, 1pm to 3pm on Friday afternoons. Matinee curling is a drop in 
event, no need to register. Teams are made from the curlers that show up 
and games are played. It’s a very casual atmosphere and all Schooner 
members are welcome each week.  
All curlers are reminded that the Schooner Club’s Holiday break is 
scheduled to run from December 21st to January 4th. The final day of 
curling will be Friday, December 20th when Matinee Curling will take the 
ice and Team entry will start us back up on Sunday, January 5th.   
 

Draw Master's 
Musings 

 
 

We are now well into the curling season with the Annual Turkey Spiel just 
ahead. So I thought I would take this opportunity to mention a few rules 
for our new and old members alike.  
 

NO-TICK RULE 

As many of you know, Curling Canada and the Nova Scotia Curling 
Association adopted the No-Tick Rule for centre-line guards.  
 

Since it has become the new standard broadly, and members will 
encounter it in spiels, the Executive decided to adopt the rule for league 
play. The rule is below: 
 

If, prior to the delivery of the sixth stone of an end, a delivered stone 
causes either directly or indirectly, an opposition stone in the Free Guard 
Zone (FGZ) which is touching the centre line to be moved to an off-centre 
line position or to a position outside the FGZ, the non-offending team has 
the option to: 
 

(i) Remove the delivered stone from play, and replace all stones that were 
displaced to their positions prior to the violation taking place; or 
 

(ii) Leave all stones where they came to rest. 
 

If the stone is moved from the centre line to an out-of-play position, then 
the FGZ rule applies. 
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This does not apply for Wheelchair Curling or for Doubles competitions. 
 

DRAW TO THE BUTTON 

Sometime soon, all league teams can participate in draws to the button 
re: the third tie-breaker. Each team will throw two (2) rocks and the total 
distance in inches to the button for both rocks will be the score for that 
team.  
 

Sweepers are allowed. Any two team members can be chosen to throw. 
Both stones cannot be thrown by the same person.  
 

Teams can choose not to participate. If so, they will be assigned the 
maximum number.  
 

KNEES ON THE ICE 

The ice at Schooner takes a lot of time and effort to maintain. Something 
that players may not realize is how easy it is to “burn” divots in the ice 
surface with knees, hands, and other body parts.  
 

Once a stone leaves the hand of the delivering curler, players should try 
to lift their knees and hands off the ice as soon as possible. I have seen 
players stay down on their knees to watch their stone, which essentially 
melts little potholes in the ice. This can cause rocks to “pick,” or turn 
direction when entering the house from the opposite direction in the 
following end. Nothing is more frustrating when you know you have 
thrown a great shot only to see the rock pick and to lose the line at the 
last second! 
 

So please try to get up off the ice as soon as possible after delivering your 
stone.  
 

SPARES 

It is not the Drawmaster’s responsibility to find spares. If you can’t make 
your game, it is your responsibility to make a reasonable effort to find a 
spare. I.e. you should do more than simply posting on Facebook.  
 

Please make a few calls to people on the Spares List. If no luck, at least 
inform your skip so they are aware that you can’t make the game.  
 

Good curling and see you on the ice! 
Richard  
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Ray Cameron 
Memorial 

Opening Spiel 
 
 

The Ray Cameron Memorial Opening Spiel, held on November 1st and 
2nd, was a great way to start off the 2024-25 season at the Schooner 
Club. A total of 12 teams took part in the two-day event, playing two four 
end games, one on Friday and one on Saturday, along with one 6 end 
game on Saturday. Points were awarded for both ends won as well as 
games won. After all the points were tallied, it was the Peter MacIntyre 
rink that took home first place honors. It was no easy feat for MacIntyre to 
pull that off. Heading into their final game, team MacIntyre had 
accumulated 20 points and needed not only to pull off a win but also take 
all four ends in the game to vault themselves into first place past the Keith 
MacIntyre rink who had already finished their final game and stood atop 
the standings at the time with 33 points. Dropping just one end to the 
strong Bryant Cormier rink would mean a second place finish at best. 
MacIntyre's foursome was up to the task however and pulled off not only 
the win but the sweep of all four ends, giving them 15 points for the game 
and edging them past MacEachern for the top spot. MacEachern finished 
in second with 33 points. Joining skip Peter MacIntyre was Val MacIntyre, 
Shane Langille and Jennifer Brain. Congratulations on your win. Skip 
Keith MacEachern was aided to his second place finish by Lynn Kelly, 
Bev Young and Donna MacNeil. 
Tied for third was the Mel Windsor rink and the Walter Nichols rink with 
identical 29 points total as well as an identical plus/minus rating. Windsor 
started slow on Friday with a loss but rebounded on Saturday with two big 
victories. Nichols entered his final game on Saturday in great shape, 
having win his first two games big and sat in first place in the standings at 
that point. It was a disappointing finish however, a loss to runner up Keith 
MacEeachern and only getting one end in the game dropped Nichols to 
the tie for third. The Gordie Cormier rink rounded out the top five. Like 
Nichols, Cormier had done well in his first two games and sat in second 
overall heading into his final match but, like Nichols, a loss along with only 
being able to secure one end in a losing effort dropped him from 
contention. 
So now we are underway. A great kick off to the season with lots of great 
fun, great food and great curling. Thank you to everyone who took part, 
especially the new curlers and those from outside of the Schooner 
membership who joined us. Thanks also to the bonspiel committee for 
organizing and running the event, the ice crew for great conditions, the 
bar staff who did a great job keeping everyone hydrated and thank you to 
everyone else who helped out in any way. Have a great season everyone 
and we hope to see everyone back again next year for the Ray Cameron 
Memorial. 

 

Turkey Spiel 
and Christmas 

Dance 

 

The Turkey Spiel, slated to run from December 12-14, is now at capacity. 
Names are being taken on a waiting list. You can still plan to join us for a 
weekend of fun and Holiday joy, take in some of the great curling action 
and fun and help us celebrate this Schooner Club's long standing 
Christmas tradition. The spiel is open to everyone and will see both 
Schooner members and non-members alike competing. We are providing 
the equipment and instruction if required. It's all about the fun. And 
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speaking of fun, plan join us after curling on Saturday night, December 
14, to party the night away at our Christmas dance with music by DJ 
Jimmy. Everyone is welcome and there's no cover.  
 

Mixed Doubles 
Spiel 

Pencil into your calendar the Schooner Mixed Doubles Spiel that will be 
held on January 10 and 11. It will be shortly after the return from our 
Holiday break so we want everyone to be aware of it now. This spiel is 
slated to be team entry. Enter as a team of two, one male and one female 
curler or, if you do not have a partner, you can do single sign up and one 
will be provided if available, no guarantees. Doubles is always lots of fun. 
It will be played with the hybrid 2 on 2 rules we use at the Schooner Club. 
Plan to take part.  
 

Stick Curling 
Clinic 

 

There will be a stick curling clinic held at the club on Saturday, January 
25th from 10am-2pm and is being presented by the Nova Scotia Stick 
Curling Assoc. They will have representatives onsite to teach the finer 
points of stick curling to those currently using a stick or to those who are 
interested in finding out more about how to stick curl. The cost of the clinic 
is $15 per participant.  
Registration is currently full but there is a waiting list in case someone has 
to drop out. You can join that list by signing up on the sheet at the club. 
 

SACC Cash 
Spiel  

There was a lot of CBRM representation at the recent Strait and Area 
Community Curling Club’s Cash Spiel. A number of teams from both the 
Sydney Curling Club and the Schooner Curling Club made the trip to 
compete. Among the competitors were rinks skipped by Fred Gillis, 
Russell Fitzgerald, Carrie Cress, Stephen Leslie, Kevin Gouthro, Thomas 
Drover and Sebastian LeFort. Sorry if any were missed. Schooner’s 
Russell Fitzgerald lead his team to two wins in the round robin before 
dropping a playoff game to the spiel’s eventual overall winner, Sebastian 
LeFort. Skip Russell was joined by daughter Meranda Fitzgerald-Bullen, 
Julia Cormier and former Schooner member Jenn Haigh who made the 
trip down from Halifax where she is now located. Lefort went on to defeat 
fellow Sydney club, the Thomas Drover rink, to win solidify first place. 
Another Schooner skip, Carrie Cress, also had a couple of wins, including 
one over the strong Fred Gillis rink, to make it to a playoff game on 
Sunday before being eliminated. Other results were not available.  
 

Bling in the 
Rings 

The Sydney Curling Club held its annual women’s spiel, Bling in the 
Rings, this year with a ‘Gone Country’ theme, on November 15th and 16th.  
Fourteen teams competed with the Schooner Club being represented by 
skips Julia Cormier and Carrie Cress. Skip Julia was joined by fellow 
Schooner curler Val MacIntyre along with Janice Hanna and Michelle 
Coleman. Skip Carrie had a sort of filler team and a mish mash of players 
all weekend. She did have mate Nyla Aitkens, a Sydney junior player and 
was also joined by Kristen Bell, Ashley Foster, Trida Murphy and Jill 
Stewart in various games. Even with all the personnel changes, Team 
Cress managed a second place finish behind the Sydney Junior team of 
Sara Black, Molly MacIntosh, Emma Aitken, and Madelyn MacGillivray. 
Congratulations everyone. Curling on Saturday was followed by a 
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costume competition, won by team Joanne Hunston of the Sydney CC, 
and a dance.  
 

NS Wins 
National Mixed 

Title 

Congratulations to Team Nova Scotia, skip Owen Purcell, third Christina 
Black, second Adam McEachern, and lead Jennifer Baxter, on winning 
the Canadian Mixed Curling Championship. The event was held at the St. 
Catherine’s Golf and Country Club. Entering playoffs, Nova Scotia had a 
record of 9-1 but ranked second to Saskatchewan who had an identical 
record but were seeded higher due to head to head results. After 
dispatching Manitoba’s Ryan Wiebe in the semifinal, Nova Scotia then 
took on top seed Saskatchewan, skipped by Jason Ackerman, in the Gold 
Medal final. Although Team Saskatchewan opened with the last rock 
advantage, Nova Scotia was able to steal a point in the first to offset the 
advantage. After trading singles in the second and third end, it was 
another steal in the fourth that put Nova Scotia up 3-1 at the 
break. Saskatchewan came back to tie the game in the seventh end but 
returned the all-important hammer to Nova Scotia for the final end. Skip 
Purcell took full advantage of that and drew to the four foot on his final 
shot to score a single point to give his foursome from the Halifax Curling 
Club the National title. Congratulations to you all from us here at the 
Schooner Curling Club. Unfortunately for the winners, there is no World 
Mixed Championship on the schedule next year due to a packed Olympic 
schedule.  In the bronze medal match, Alberta’s Kurt Balderston defeated 
Manitoba’s Ryan Wiebe.  
 

Men’s National 
Club 

Championships 
 
 
 

Team Travis Stone of the Sydney Curling Club recently competed as 
Nova Scotia’s representatives at the Everest Canadian Curling Club 
Championships that were held at the at the Barrie Curling Club in in 
Barrie, Ontario from November 18th to 24th.  
Team Stone started the event strong, going 5-1 in preliminary play but 
back to back losses to New Brunswick and Northern Ontario in the first 
playoff round eliminated them from further competition. Congratulations to 
skip Travis Stone, Kurt Roach, Mark McNamara and Robin Nathanson on 
another great showing at the national level.  
Nova Scotia’s Team Armstrong from the Lakeshore CC in Sackville took 
home gold in the women’s event, also held in Barrie at the same time as 
mens. 
  

Ship Hector 
Bonspiel 

 
 

The annual Ship Hector Bonspiel will be held in four New Glasgow area 
curling clubs from February 7th to 9th. Games are played in the Bluenose 
Curling Club in New Glasgow, the Stellar CC in Stellarton, the Westville 
CC in Westville and the New Caledonian CC in Pictou who will also be 
acting as host club for the event this season as they celebrate their 175th 
anniversary. Entries are limited to the first 54 teams and entry fees are 
$200 per team. The Hector is an open, team entry event, men’s, 
women’s, mixed, senior, junior, stick, experienced, novice, it really doesn’t 
matter. This event tends to fill quickly so if you plan to go get your entries 
in early and book a place to stay asap. Rooms will be at a premium as 
there is a big minor hockey tournament in Pictou on the same weekend. 
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For more info you can contact Gary Fanning by email at 
gfanning@ns.sympatico.ca 

 

649 Fundraiser The Schooner Club recently held a 649 fundraiser that was very 
successful. The total sales for the event were $1690 making the overall 
jackpot $845. Participants picked 6 different numbers between 1 and 49 
for each entry and those numbers got checked off as they were drawn in 
the ALC’s 649 draw each Wednesday and Saturday starting with the draw 
that took place on Wednesday, November 20. The first one to check off all 
the numbers from any one entry that they had would win the jackpot. It 
didn’t take long, only three draws, and we had not one but two winners. 
Tammy Munden and Nelson Usher each completed one set of numbers 
on that third draw and split the $845 prize, taking home $422.50 each. 
Usher went into that draw with 5 numbers ticked off, needing only one 
more to be in the money and Munden was lucky enough to get three 
numbers to complete her set and split the prize money. Congratulations to 
you both. Thank you to everyone who took part and supported the club 
and to all the members who both bought entries and sold entries to family 
and friends. A huge thank you to Lynn Kelly for organizing and running 
the event. It’s a lot of work. Keep an eye open for the next Schooner 
Fundraiser and please, if you can, help support the club. Without your 
help we could not survive.  
 

Sydney Pallet 
Village Update 

There were a few incidents in the initial weeks after the opening of the 
new pallet village in Pine Tree Park with Schooner members being 
approached in the parking lot of the club for rides or for money and there 
were a couple of people who entered the club and wanted to use our 
washrooms. All incidents were reported to the pallet hotline and to New 
Dawn. Since then, security has been stationed in the parking area along 
the road, just beyond the entrance to our parking lot. Many members have 
noticed them there. Since that change, there have been no reported 
incidents.  
The first meeting of the newly struck safety committee was held on 
November 17 to discuss any issues with the pallet village and to discuss 
how we could make the club safer and more secure. An alarm system 
was discussed but the cost of a new and monitored system may be a little 
too expensive. It was suggested that we just need a system with an 
outdoor siren that a can be heard by security. Since they are there 24/7, 
they can call police if there is an issue. Bars for the windows were also 
discussed as a visual deterrent for anyone looking to break in and a video 
doorbell was also mentioned so when the door is locked members will be 
able to easily request access. The committee is currently looking into 
pricing on these items. 
The promised lighting audit that was supposed to be conducted by CBRM 
Police had, at the time of the meeting, not been done. It is unclear if the 
promised daily needle sweeps are ongoing as well. Richard Lorway, who 
is our liaison on the Good Neighbour Committee will check into the status 
of both as well as ask New Dawn if they are willing to pay for some of the 
extra expenses that we may incur to secure the club for members.  

mailto:gfanning@ns.sympatico.ca
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Members are asked to take note that the parking spot at the bottom of the 
ramp that leads from the side door is now designated for bartender 
parking. This exit allows the quickest and safest exit from the club for the 
bartender who is usually the last one to leave. Please respect this spot as 
bartender parking and do not park your vehicle there. It is also suggested 
that members exit the club through the side door as well. This allows the 
most direct route to the parking area with no blind spots. Enter through 
the main door and exit through the side.  
If any member is involved in an incident with pallet home residents, you 
can bring them to any member of the Schooner executive committee or 
call the pallet home hotline at 902-304-6588. This number is posted in the 
club as well.  
 

Schooner  
Fun Nights 

 

Schooner Fun Nights will be making their return to the club again this 
season. Fun nights are social nights at the club that are open to both 
members and the general public. They are designed to introduce more 
people to the sport of curling and all members are encouraged to attend 
and bring some friends. The get going at 7pm and curling takes place all 
evening. There's pizza for everyone and maybe even a few prizes to be 
given away. The cost for entry is rising from $7 to $10 for the public and to 
$5 for Schooner members. There's still no better deal in town for a night of 
fun. Participants must be 19 years and older. We supply the equipment, 
you just need clean, dry shoes for the ice. 
Schooner Fun Nights are a great way to get out of the house with family 
and friends and enjoy a night out for just a few bucks. Fun Nights are 
scheduled for January 27, February 24 and March 16. Plan to join us. 
 

Best Wishes to 
Martin 

Campbell 

On Sunday, December 1, long-time Schooner member, Martin Campbell, 
had a bad fall on the ice after tripping over a rock. An ambulance was 
called and Martin was taken to the hospital. He ended up with a broken 
hip that needed surgery to repair. Martin is on the mend now at the CB 
Regional Hospital and is in good spirits. We want to wish Martin all the 
best and a speedy recovery. We want to thank all the members who came 
to Martin’s aid at the club and kept him warm and in good spirits while 
waiting for EHS. This incident shows us all how quickly things can turn 
bad on the ice. If it can happen to an experienced curler like Martin, it can 
happen to anyone. We strongly encourage all members to use caution 
whenever they are on the ice and to always be aware of your 
surroundings. Stay safe everyone.  

 

 


