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 February 7-8 Sweetheart Women's Spiel 

February 14-16 Schooner Cash Spiel 

Saturday, February 15 Cash Spiel Dance 

Saturday, February 22 Fun Night 

March 14-15 Jackie Pearson Memorial Doubles Spiel 

Saturday, March 15th Fun Night 

March 21-22 Triples Spiel 

Friday, March 28 Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 

April 4-6 Team Entry Playoff 

April 10-12 John Bonaparte Memorial Closing Spiel 

Saturday, April 12 Closing Dance 

Saturday, May 3th Awards Banquet and Dance 
NOTE: All dates are tentative and subject to change. Check the club website or bulletin board for changes and 

additions. 

 
 

   
 

  

League 
Roundup 

 

There is lots of action left in league play for the season as we enter 
February. Most leagues will play until the first week of April before we call it 
a season and crown our winners. Watch for playoff formats and schedules 
for Men’s League coming in the next couple of weeks. 
There has been some shuffling in both of the mixed leagues in the last little 
while with players coming and going from both nights. On Monday, Kristen 
Bell has taken over skipping duties of the former Cal Thistle rink after Cal 
went south to Florida for the remainder of the winter. She has her newly 
found team tied for first place in Monday Night mixed, equaling Peter 
MacIntyre with 14 points. Close behind is Bryant Cormier’s foursome with 
13 points. The remaining teams do still have a chance to catch the leaders, 
there are still enough games remaining, but they would all pretty much have 
to win out and hope for a few losses from the leading teams. 
Tuesday night Mixed sees Carrie Cress holding down first place while Julia 
Cormier and Keith MacEachern are close behind. There are still a number 
of games to play in this league as well and the leaderboard may change 
over that time.  
The inaugural season for the Schooner Women’s League is still going well. 
We lost a day to weather recently but, other than that, things have been 
smooth. Carrie Cress holds down first place at this point, followed closely by 
Julia Cormier and Val MacIntyre who are tied for second. MacIntyre does 
hold a game in hand however and a win in that match could put her in a tie 
with Cress for top spot. We would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
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the new sponsor for the Women’s League, Emerald Isle Gifts. We certainly 
appreciate your support. 
The Schooner Doubles (2 on 2) League that shares Wednesday evenings 
with the Women’s League on an alternating schedule has two remaining 
undefeated players, Leo Fraser and Bill Farr, who are tied atop the 
standings with 10 points. There are a couple of players who are close 
behind with 8 point and a number with 6 and 7 points. With a few weeks still 
remaining on the schedule, the standings can still change considerably 
before we crown a winner.  
In Thursday night Men’s League, Fred Gillis’s rink has opened up a bit of a 
lead over the Bill Farr rink. The Farr rink had won their first four games but 
then dropped two in a row, one to Gillis, and had a tie. Farr does have one 
less game played than Gillis and will need to make that up at some point. 
There will be another round of the regular schedule in Men’s before we 
crown a winner and then we will have a short playoff. 
In the Sunday Team Entry League, the Kevin Gouthro rink has opened up a 
bit of a cushion in top spot with 14 points, 4 better than second place Brian 
Laughlin. Both teams still have 4 games left in the regular schedule, one of 
which will be a head to head meeting of the two, so Laughlin still has a 
chance to catch Gouthro and overtake first place. After the regular schedule 
is done, there will be a playoff spiel in this league that is scheduled for April 
4th through 6th. 
Schooner Matinee Curling has been enjoying a good year with mostly high 
numbers each week. Matinee Curling is a drop-in event that is open to all 
Schooner members and runs from 1-3 pm most Fridays. Please note there 
will be no Matinee Curling on Friday, February 7th due to the Sweetheart 
Spiel. 
 
 

Draw Master's 
Musings 

 
 

Welcome to February, the heart of the curling season! 
 

For newer curlers (or those who might need a reminder), here are some of 
curling’s more obscure rules. 
 

HOG LINE CONTACT 

As everyone knows, a rock must fully cross the hog line to be in play. 
However, there is an exception to this rule.  
 

If a rock in motion makes contact with a previously thrown rock that is 
already in play, and the thrown rock comes to a stop straddling the hog line, 
then it is deemed to be in play as it is assumed that it would have crossed 
the hog line had it not made contact.  
 

In other words, tell your fellow players it made contact and leave it where it 
is. It’s in play! 
 

BURNED ROCKS or TOUCHED STONES  
It happens from time-to-time that a delivered rock is touched - or “burned” - 
while in motion. It can happen with a foot, or broom, or even when a 
personal item falls off a player and makes contact with the rock. We’re 
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human. Mistakes happen. There are of course rules that apply in this 
situation.  
 

Firstly, if you burn a rock, you should speak up and announce it 
immediately.  
 

What rule applies next is determined by the location of the rock when it was 
burned.  
 

If it is between the T-line at the throwing end and the hog line at the 
receiving end, then the rock is stopped and removed from play immediately. 
 

If the burn occurs after the hog line at the receiving end, then the rock is 
allowed to continue and all affected stones must come fully to rest. At this 
point, the non-offending skip can choose to remove the thrown rock and 
return all affected stones to their original position, OR decide to leave all 
stones where they came to rest if he/she deems it to be to their advantage.  
 

If members wish to read the full rules, they can be read or downloaded from 
Curling Canada at https://www.curling.ca/basics 

 

POSTPONEMENTS & MAKE-UP GAMES 

I’d like to remind folks about the rules of play surrounding postponements 
and make-up games.  
 

If a skip can’t field a team and provides less than 24 hours notice to the 
opposing team, then the game is automatically forfeit.  
 

If more than 24 hours notice is provided, then the two skips can agree to 
postpone a game until both teams are available, BUT the postponed game 
must be played within 2 weeks of the original scheduled game, otherwise 
the game is forfeited to the non-offending skip. This rule was established to 
avoid having a number of postponed games stacked up at the end of the 
season deciding league outcomes.  
 

PACE OF PLAY 

As a final note, I would ask players to keep the pace of play in mind during 
your game. If you are a lead throwing the next rock, you are not expected to 
help organize the rocks after an end. Nor should you watch until your 
opponent’s rock has stopped at the far end before entering the house to get 
ready.  
 

If you are up next, your job is to prepare to throw - removing your gripper, 
cleaning your rock, getting in the hack, etc.  
 

Although it’s the skips’ job to manage the clock, everyone can help by 
avoiding unnecessary delays to play.  
 

That’s it for me this month. Good curling everyone! 
Richard 

https://www.curling.ca/basics
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Women’s 
Sweetheart 

Spiel 

It’s February and that means that the iconic Women’s Sweetheart Spiel will 
be taking place this month. The spiel is scheduled to run on February 7th 
and 8th and is once again at capacity with twelve teams taking part. Play will 
get underway Friday evening with all teams seeing their first action and all 
curlers and guests will be treated to a wine and cheese reception. Schooner 
members Martin Campbell and Russell Fitzgerald will once again be 
donating wine as they have since the very first Sweetheart many years ago.  
Play will continue on Saturday, getting underway early at 9AM with all 
teams playing two games, one four end game and one six end game. After 
curling ends in the afternoon and all the points are tallied, all curlers will be 
treated to dinner, sponsored by the Schooner men, and then prizes will be 
presented. 
The Sweetheart spiel is always a great event and there is always lots of 
great curling and great fun. Everyone is invited to stop by and take in some 
of the action and laughs.  
We would like to note that long-time organizer of this event, Lynn Kelly, has 
taken a step back and, for the first time in many years, will not be 
participating in the planning and running of the spiel. Lynn is still taking part 
as a curler. We want to thank Lynn for the countless hours she has 
dedicated to the Sweetheart in the past and for her hard work in making the 
spiel into the success it is. Lynn has handed off her duties to the Schooner 
Bonspiel Committee who have been working hard to maintain the high 
standards and the success the event has seen under Lynn. 
We also want to thank Farrside Holdings for sponsoring the spiel this year. 
Compu Clone Computer Solutions, who has sponsored the event for the 
past number of years, has changed ownership but Bill Farr, former CC 
Computer Solution owner, is staying involved and sponsoring the spiel 
through Farrside. The support of local businesses for events like this is 
essential to their success. 
 
 

Schooner 
Open Cash 

Spiel 

The premier event of the season at the Schooner Club, the Schooner Open 
Cash Spiel, is Scheduled to go from February 14th to 16th. There was still 
one spot of the twelve available that was remaining open as of February 1st. 
Teams competing will include those from the Schooner, Sydney and Strait 
and Area Community Curling Clubs. Entry fee is $220 per team with all 
money being returned in prizes. Teams can be any combination of male and 
female curlers. Dinner will be served to all participants on Saturday and 
there will be dance on Saturday night open to everyone. We want to thank 
Rusty’s Trading Post for their continued support of the Schooner Club in 
their sponsorship of the Open Cash Spiel.  
 
 

Jackie 
Pearson 
Memorial 

Doubles Spiel 

The annual Jackie Pearson Memorial Doubles Spiel will be held on March 
14th and 15th. Please note that this is a change from the originally scheduled 
dates of March 7th and 8th. This is an open, team entry event so teams can 
have any combination of male and female curlers. The entry fee is $50 per 
team and there will be cash prizes to the winners. Typically, this spiel is run 
in a draw format with double elimination but that will depend on the number 
of entries. The maximum number of teams will be 16 and registration is 
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filling up fast so don’t delay. There will be a lunch provided on Saturday for 
everyone.  
 
 

Mixed Doubles 
Spiel 

The Schooner Mixed Doubles Spiel was held on January 10 and 11 with a 
slate of twelve teams taking part. This spiel was a team entry event and was 
run in a draw format. Play got underway on Friday with round one seeing 
eight of the twelve teams competing while the remaining four had byes to 
the second round. The first games took the ice at 6pm and saw Justin 
Humphrey and Val MacIntyre take on Bryant Cormier and Kristen Bell as 
well as Gordie Cormier and Helen Joyce facing David and Lori Rich. 
MacIntyre/Humphrey and Joyce/G. Cormier were victorious and stayed in 
the ‘A’ division and playing their second games later that same evening, 
while the losing teams fell to play on the ‘B’ division the following morning.  
The next games saw Brittni Delorenzo and Walter Nichols defeat Keith 
MacEachern and Lynn Kelly while Russell Fitzgerald and daughter Meranda 
Bullen were taken down by Jenna MacNeil and Stephen Leslie.  
Winners from the 6pm games were retaking the ice at 8pm to face teams 
that had drawn a bye in round one. First it was MacIntyre/Humphrey taking 
on and defeating Kevin Gouthro and Samantha Livingstone while Brian and 
Kelley Laughlin had a win over Joyce/G. Cormier. The final games of the 
evening saw MacNeil/Leslie win their second game in a row over Marnie 
MacDonald and Benito Delorenzo and Julie Cormier and Robbie Biron 
defeat Brittni Delorenzo/Nichols.  
Play got underway on Saturday morning at 10am with the first round of the 
‘B’ division seeing all losing teams from Friday evening play. With the spiel 
being a double knockout affair, any loss from this point on in ‘B’ would mean 
your spiel would be over. The 10am games saw Kelly/MacEachern defeat 
Joyce/G. Cormier while Livingstone/Gouthro were winners and eliminated 
Fitzgerald/Bullen. Both winners would move on to face one another a little 
later in the day. Next we had Bell/B. Cormier taking on MacDonald/Ben 
Delorenzo while team Rich faced off against Britt Delorenzo/Nichols. Bell/B. 
Cormier along with Team Rich were winners and would retake the ice 
immediately to play against each other while Gouthro and Livingstone were 
taking on Kelly/MacEachern at the same time on the opposite sheet. 
Winners would move on to face the losers of ‘A’ division semi-final games 
taking place at 1:45 that had MacIntyre/Humphrey facing Team Laughlin 
and J. Cormier/Biron taking on MacNeil/Leslie. Winners of this game would 
advance to the ‘A’ final and losers would move to continue play in the 
aforementioned ‘B’ division tilt.  
Bell/Cormier had earlier defeated Team Rich and would face Team 
Laughlin, who had lost their ‘A’ semi-final, for a chance to play for the ‘B’ 
division title. MacNeil/Leslie defeated J. Cormier/Biron to drop them to ‘B’ to 
face Livingstone/Gouthro, also playing for a chance to get into the final in 
the ‘B’ division. The teams competing in the ‘A’ final were now determined   
with MacIntyre/Humphrey set to face MacNeil/Leslie. The ‘B’ division semi 
saw J. Cormier/Biron along with Bell/B Cormier as the winners and would 
now face each other for the ‘B’ title.  
Both finals were scheduled for 4pm on Saturday. The ‘A’ division game saw 
Jenna MacNeil and Stephen Leslie take the win and the overall top spot in 
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the spiel while Val MacIntyre and Justin Humphrey had to settle for second 
spot. The ‘B’ division title was won by Julia Cormier and Robbie Biron after 
they defeated Kristen Bell and Bryant Cormier. Overall a great weekend of 
competition. Congratulations to our winners and thank you to all who took 
part.  
Thanks also to everyone who helped to plan, organize and run the event. 
Thanks also to the ice crew for great playing conditions, to the bartenders 
and to anyone else who helped in any way. Don’t forget to sign up for the 
next doubles event, the Jackie Pearson Memorial Open Team Entry, taking 
place March 14th and 15th.  
 
 

Stick Curling 
Clinic 

 

The Stick Curling Clinic that was held in January at the club was a big 
success. Thirteen Schooner stick curlers were treated to a wealth of 
information on stick curling that ranged from safety, equipment, rules and 
strategies for the stick curling game and different techniques that would help 
with accuracy and consistency. Two instructors from the NS Stick Curling 
Association, Bruce and Doreen Densmore, were on hand as well as a stick 
curler from the Sydney CC, Gary, that was the organizer of the league at 
the Sydney CC.  
The day started with an off-ice information session that covered some 
basics on equipment and then moved on to some talk about technique 
including the grip and delivery. Attendees then moved out to the ice to do 
some practice on lining up and delivering stones. There was then a short 
break for lunch where everyone enjoyed some delicious pizza and after that 
it was back to the ice to play some games to learn more about the stick 
curling game and practice more technique. The rules of ‘stick curling’ are 
basically the same as what we use for our two on two games.  
After a few ends of game play and some critiquing by our instructors, we 
wrapped up and went home, better stick curlers all. The general feedback of 
the clinic was positive with everyone agreeing that they had learned at least 
a little from the instructors and that they had gotten their monies worth for 
the $15 entry fee. For anyone who uses a stick or is thinking of using a stick 
in the future but missed the clinic, here is a link to a You Tube video that is 
basically the same as what was presented at the club.  
 
https://youtu.be/1Jti5yEY4MI 
 
 
A big thank you to the Nova Scotia Stick Curling Association and to Bruce 
and Doreen Densmore for running the clinic and giving the Schooner stick 
curlers an opportunity to get better. Thanks to club president, Julia Cormier, 
for helping to organize the event and to Carrie Cress for helping out in the 
club, doing a Tim’s run and picking up lunch. Finally, thank you to everyone 
who took part in the event. We hope you enjoyed it and learned a lot.  
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/1Jti5yEY4MI
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Triples 
Curling 

 

Triples Curling is an exciting new discipline that has been developed by 
Curling Canada. As its name suggests, curlers compete in teams of 3 when 
playing this format. All ends consist of 6 shots thrown per team, with each 
player throwing 2 shots. Unless otherwise indicated, Curling Canada’s rules 
apply to triples, including those related to the free guard zone. 
Triples games consist of 3 ‘Sets’ of 2 ends each. Each set can be seen as a 
2-end ‘Mini-Game’, with each team playing with the hammer for one of 
these two ends and without the hammer for the other. The team with the 
highest score after these 2 ends wins that set. However, if the score is tied 
at the completion of the set, it becomes a ‘Split Set’. Each ‘Set’ is assigned 
a point value in the rules that is discussed further down. For example, if 
team ‘A’ scores 2 points in end one and team ‘B’ scores 3 points in end two, 
team ‘B’ wins that set and takes the point value assigned to it. However, if 
the score is tied after the two ends, team ‘A’ and team ‘B’ will split the point 
value for set one. Each set will begin with each team starting again at 
scores of zero. The only points that will carry on and be used in determining 
a winner will be the points accumulated for each ‘Set’. 
The ‘Hammer’ works a little differently in triples curling. In the first end of Set 
1, hammer is determined by a coin toss, with the winner automatically 
getting hammer. Hammer in the first end of Set 2 reverses from the first end 
of Set 1. Hammer in the first end of Set 3 goes to the team that is trailing on 
the scoreboard. However, if the score is tied heading in to Set 3, then the 
hammer in the first end of set three simply reverses from set 2. Since 
hammer is not determined by who does or does not score, blanking an end 
is not a viable option for teams. 
One of the unique features of the triples discipline is that curlers play each 
of the 3 positions (i.e., Lead, Middle, and Skip) for one set of the game. 
Teams can determine which player starts in each position during set 1. 
However, from that point onward the rotation of players must be as set out 
in the rules. After each set, the players all move forward one position. The 
skip plays lead, the lead moves to the middle position and the person who 
played middle in the previous set is now the skip. Each player will move 
again for the third set which will now mean all players have played each 
position for one two end set. If anyone has ever participated in Friday 
afternoon Matinee Curling at the Schooner, you will know how this works.   
With regard to sweeping, only one sweeper is allowed until the rock reaches 
the far hog line. After that, a second sweeper, most likely the skip, can join 
in. The thrower of the rock cannot jump up and sweep the rock the whole 
way but, if they have followed the rock down, can become the second 
sweeper once the rock passes the far hog line.  
In order to ensure that a full triples game is played and that each player has 
a meaningful opportunity to play all 3 positions, the value assigned to set 3 
is greater than it is for sets 1 and 2. The specific set values are 2 points for 
sets one and two and 4 points for set three. The goal of these differing set 
values is to ensure that the full 3 sets are played without the 
outcome of the game already being determined. Thus, even if team A wins 
sets 1 and 2 (and therefore leads the game 4-0) it is still possible for team B 
to tie the game by winning set 3 outright (since the score would now be 4-

4). If the game is tied after set 3, a team draw-to‐the‐button tie-breaker is 
used. The teams alternate throwing their draws as if this was the ‘Third End’ 



8 

 

of set 3. The throwing order and positional responsibilities for the tie‐breaker 
remain the same as they were in set 3. The cumulative point total of all 3 of 
its players determines each team’s tie‐breaker score. The 
scoring system for each shot of the tie-breaker is as follows: 
5 Points: Rock stops in contact with button 
4 Points: Rock stops in contact with 4-foot 
3 Points: Rock stops in contact with 8-foot 

2 Points: Rock stops in contact with 12‐foot 
1 Point: Rock stops in play, but NOT in the rings 
0 Points: Rock stops out of Play 
If both teams finish the tie-breaker with the same number of points, each 

team identifies 1 curler to throw a single measured draw-to‐the-button for 
the win (with sweeping). 
This new format game will allow each curler to experience playing mate and 
skip, something many would not experience on a traditional team of four 
players. It will allow for shorter games as well since game play should only 
take roughly 90 minutes or so not including tie-breakers. The drawback of 
the format is that there is no allowance for curlers who cannot sweep for 
physical reasons. They, technically, would be excluded from this format.  
The Schooner Curling Club executive is excited about this new format and 
will be testing it out and giving Schooner members a chance to try it. A 
Triples Spiel has been added to the schedule for March 21 and 22. This will 
be a team entry event and entry fee is set to be $25 per player or $75 team.  
Plan to sign up and give this exciting new format a try.  
 
 

Schooner  
Fun Nights 

 

Schooner Fun Nights made a return to the club in January with around 13 
people taking part. This month we have another Fun Night Scheduled for 
February 22nd. We are encouraging all members to help us by support the 
Fun Nights by bringing your friends and family along to introduce them to 
the great sport of curling and enjoy a fun night out at a low cost. We hope 
we can make the Fun Nights in both February and March super successful.  
Fun nights are social nights at the club that are open to both members and 
the general public and are designed to introduce more people to the sport of 
curling. We get going at 7pm and curling takes place all evening. There's 
pizza for everyone and maybe even a few prizes to be given away. The cost 
for entry is only $10 for the public and $5 for Schooner members. There's 
still no better deal in town for a night of fun. Participants must be 19 years 
and older. We supply the equipment, you just need clean, dry shoes for the 
ice. Plan to join us and see how much fun curling at the Schooner Club can 
be.  
 
 

Mercer Fuels 
Cash Spiel at 

the Sydney CC 

The Sydney CC hosted the Mercer Fuels Cash Spiel from January 24th to 
26th at their club on George St. Sixteen teams, split into four divisions of four 
teams each, competed for the top prize of $2000. The Travis Stone rink was 
the overall winner, defeating the Sebastian Lefort rink in the final. Joining 
skip Stone was Kurt Roach, Mark MacNamara and Robin Nathanson. 
Schooner’s Team Gouthro won the consolation final. Gouthro finished the 
round robin portion of the event with a 2-1 record but there were three 
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teams in his division with that same record and they were the loser of the tie 
breakers which dropped them into the consolation round. Team Gouthro 
had skip Kevin Gouthro, Walter Nichols, Robbie Biron and Douglas Fewer. 
Also having some Schooner representation was the Fred Gillis Rink. Fred 
and his team compete in the Men’s League at Schooner. Skip Fred was 
aided by Gordie Cormier, Dan MacDougall and Julia Cormier who was 
taking Benito Delorenzo’s spot on the team as Benito was unavailable for 
the weekend. Team Gillis made it into the championship round but was 
defeated and had their weekend ended. Congratulations to the winners and 
all the Schooner players who represented the club proudly.  
 
 

Sydney CC to 
Host Vision 

Impaired 
Curling 

Nationals 
 

The Sydney Curling Club will be hosting rinks from across the country for 
the 2025 Canadian Vision Impaired Curling Championship, taking place 
February 3-7! This incredible event is organized each year by the Canadian 
Council of the Blind, showcasing the skill, teamwork, and determination of 
vision-impaired curlers from coast to coast. 
Representing Nova Scotia, the Louise Gillis skipped team is ready to take 
on the competition on home ice against teams from Alberta, Ontario, British 
Columbia, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and also Team Canada, Joining Louise 
on the team is Mary Campbell, Anthony Shaw, Michael Vrooman, James 
Simmons and sweeper Ian VanSchaick along with guides Amanda 
MacAulay and Sidney Francis. Draws in the round robin are held at 9am 
and 1pm daily and results will be posted on Sydney CC’s social media or 
The Canadian Council of the Blind’s Facebook page. Best of luck to Team 
Nova Scotia and all the competitors from all of us at the Schooner Curling 
Club. 
 
 

Sydney CC 
Upcoming 

Events 

The Sydney Curling Club have a few events scheduled in the near future 
that may be of interest to Schooner members. On March 8th there will be a 
stick curling spiel that is team entry, enter as a team of two, for $40 per 
team. Delivery sticks must be used by all curlers and stick curling rules will 
apply to game play. March 14th and 15th there will be a triples spiel that is, 
again, team entry, enter as a team of three players, for $120 per team. The 
newly devised triples rules will apply, each team is guaranteed three games 
and there will be a meal on Saturday. Finally, an event many Schooner 
curlers normally take part in, the Sydney Mixed Spiel will be held March 28th 
to 30th. Enter as a team of four in true mixed format (male and female 
curlers must alternate in positions) for $200 per team. There will be food 
Saturday and entertainment on both Friday and Saturday nights.  
If anyone is interested in any of these events, check the Sydney CC web 
site or Facebook page for more information. 
 
 

Spaghetti 
Dinner 

Fundraiser 

The Schooner Club will be holding a spaghetti dinner fundraiser on Friday, 
March 28. Dinners will be made by Kitchen Party Catering that is run by 
Laura Young, Tommy Young’s daughter. Dinners will be $12 each with the 
club getting $6 from each one sold. They can be picked up at the French 
Club on Ferry Street, upper level, or delivery will be available for orders with 

https://www.facebook.com/ccbnational?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWar1cfPlUkSZfscbU_Jh2i9pi4v3vllYjuZke0-iswYOrkU3mPUWWOB2mzqM3g9fA5d7aoj1Hpg1b7WpSgwIHVDk-gBr9xB5MBpXHVZQJ26hLDHugGOzTIKgU8mfTDD1IjwipiZ-ePEwNCZ29OpC4aE6nr-489YZN1-7LaeQTekwG5foqppvmKDujMXiCQdZ8&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ccbnational?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWar1cfPlUkSZfscbU_Jh2i9pi4v3vllYjuZke0-iswYOrkU3mPUWWOB2mzqM3g9fA5d7aoj1Hpg1b7WpSgwIHVDk-gBr9xB5MBpXHVZQJ26hLDHugGOzTIKgU8mfTDD1IjwipiZ-ePEwNCZ29OpC4aE6nr-489YZN1-7LaeQTekwG5foqppvmKDujMXiCQdZ8&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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multiple dinners. It’s been a rocky financial year for the club and this 
fundraiser is very important to our financial well-being. We encourage all 
members to sell as many dinners as possible to maximize our benefit. Keep 
an eye open for more details as the fundraiser gets closer. 
 
 

Block Draw Schooner members are reminded that there is a block draw underway at the 
club. There are 100 blocks being sold for $5 each with half the proceeds 
going to the winner. There are still a few blocks left so if you haven’t already 
put your name on some then now is your chance. The draw will be made 
once all the blocks are sold. 
 
 

Snowball All members are reminded of the nightly Snowball draw that is held at the 
club. It runs during all regularly scheduled curling events except for Matinee 
Curling. Members can sign into the draw each evening it’s held for $2 and 
have a chance to have their number drawn and win the jackpot. If a member 
who has not signed in for that draw is selected, the jackpot carries over and 
‘Snowballs’ into a bigger prize. You don’t have to be there at the club to win 
but you do need to sign in for each draw personally each time, you cannot 
have someone else sign you in and you cannot sign in for future draws 
ahead of time. There have been a few large prizes accumulated this season 
already and taken home by lucky Schooner members. Don’t miss out on 
getting your share of the winnings, sign in to the Snowball each time you 
are at the club. 
 
 

Longstanding 
Curling 

Tradition 

Most Schooner members know of the longstanding curling tradition of 
‘Winners buy’. When you win a curling match, it is customary to offer to buy 
a drink of choice for your opponent that played the same position as you on 
the opposite team. It’s long standing curling etiquette that is practiced in 
pretty much all curling clubs. While this is only tradition and is optional, it is 
good manners to follow the tradition after each game. The losing player may 
also offer to buy the second round for the winner. Again, optional.  
In some cases, curlers don’t accept the offer of a drink. Alternatively, you 
can offer to sign them in to the Snowball draw if they haven’t already or you 
can make a small donation to the club on their behalf. The club bar is set up 
for these donations and a suggested amount is $2. It all supports the club 
and benefits all members in the long run. 
 
 

Sport Sweep 
Ticket Draw 

The Schooner Curling Club is participating in Sport Nova Scotia’s 
Sportsweep ticket draw again this year. SportSweep is a ready-made and 
hassle-free ticket campaign designed to raise money for teams, clubs and 
organizations throughout Nova Scotia. Sport Nova Scotia looks after 
printing and distributing the tickets, the prizes and all associated costs. The 
Schooner Club gets $3.75 from each $5.00 we sell. This is a no risk/all 
reward fundraiser that can really benefit the club greatly. We are hoping 
each member can commit to selling one book of ten tickets. If that is the 
case, the club stands to profit over $2600.  
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The prize that is available to be won is a two-night stay at the Oak Island 
Resort in a two-bedroom chalet, a $500 food and beverage credit for the 
resort and $2000 in cash. The Oak Island resort is located in a beautiful 
area of Nova Scotia’s South Shore in the Mahon Bay area. 
We did very well on the tickets last year, raising just over $2500, and we 
hope to do even better than that this season. For anyone interested in 
selling the tickets, they are now available at the Schooner bar or you can 
see Kristen Bell. Thanks for your support. 
 
 

New Sign The next time you are coming into the parking lot at the club you should 
take note of the shiny new sign that is now adorning our building. After the 
old sign was taken down for the siding installation, it was decided that the 
new siding should also have a new sign to compliment it. The new sign was 
generously funded by the local Kinsmen Club of which Russell Fitzgerald 
and Martin Campbell, both longtime Schooner members, are part of. We 
would like to thank them for their kind donation.   
 
 

Sydney Pallet 
Village Update 

Things at the pallet village have been relatively quiet the last while but there 
was one incident that happened at the end of January during Matinee 
Curling. A Schooner member who was not taking part in Matinee Curling 
arrived at the club to drop something off and was greeted with an 
intoxicated female who was carrying beer and coolers with her. She 
approached the member and asked for a drive down town. After being 
refused, she offered money for the ride. Again she was refused and started 
to get agitated. She had been yelling at someone back toward the pallet 
village as she approached the club initially. She then asked to enter the club 
to use the washroom. She was refused and it was explained to her that we 
have had issues with pallet village residents trying to access the club to 
possibly do drugs and that the club was private and only open to members. 
The police were called and arrived soon after to defuse the situation. It is 
unclear if she was taken by the police or if she got into a waiting taxi. The 
pallet hotline was also called to report and document the situation. 
All members are reminded that the pallet village hotline is posted at the club 
and any incidents can and should be reported to that number. 

 

 

 

 


