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Womens Sweetheart Spiel February 6" — 7"
Schooner Cash Spiel February 13" — 15"
Valentine’s Dance Saturday, February 14"
Fun Night Saturday, February 21%
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser Friday, March 13"
Triples Spiel March 13" — 14"
Fun Night Saturday, March 14"
NS Women’s Club Championship March 26" — 29"
(Sydney CC)
John Bonaparte Memorial Closing April 9" — 11"
Closing Banquet Saturday, May 2"

NOTE: All dates are tentative and subject to change. Check the club website or bulletin board for changes and
additions.

League League Play resumed in January after a Holiday Break. Weather played a
R d part in some leagues this month with play having to be cancelled or
ounaup rescheduled due to snow and other wintery conditions.

The Boston Pizza Team Entry has seen a few teams start to distance
themselves from the pack in January with the Mel Windsor rink leading the
charge with 14 points, two better than the Julia Cormier and Walter Nichols
rinks. Cormier and Nichols do, however, appear to have games in hand over
Windsor. Nichols suffered the loss of lead Anthony Boudreau to injury in
January but has filled the spot with Douglas Fewer. The Kevin Gouthro rink
is also still in the hunt on Sundays with 10 points. The Russell Fitzgerald rink
who was recently at the top of the standings has fallen off the pace a bit and
currently sits with 8 points.

The East Side Mario’s Monday Night Mixed Social League has been hit hard
by weather cancellations and postponed games leaving some teams with
more games played than others. As it stands right now, the Keith
MacEachern rink sits in first place overall with 16 points, followed by the
Julia Cormier and Butch MacLean rinks with 12 and Val MacIntyre’s
foursome with 10 points. Monday Mixed is playing in its second round right
now and it will be decided later if games will be made up or if the league will
proceed to round three after the round two schedule finishes up. On the
Tuesday side of the Mixed Social, the schedule sees round two as pretty
much wrapped up and round three ready to begin. The Stephen Leslie rink
has a lead over the Butch MacLean rink by two points, followed closely by
the Carrie Cress rink at just three points back. Lynn Kelly has her team still
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close to the front runners a well and sits just four points out of the top spot
as January wraps up.

In the bi-weekly Emerald Isle Women’s League we have the Julia Cormier
rink remaining undefeated and atop the standings with ten total points while
second place is occupied by both the Carrie Cress and Lynn Kelly rinks with
six points each. Both Cress and Kelly have one less game recorded than
Cormier so things could be a little closer in that league than they first
appear. With games only happening every second week and weather
coming into play causing cancellations, the Women are still playing the first
round of the season. Round two should get started soon and we will have to
wait and see if that affects the standing at all.

In Schooner Doubles, a league that shares Wednesdays with the Women’s
League, Robbie Biron is the now the only undefeated player after Jennifer
Brain suffered two losses in January and Bill Farr suffered his first loss as
well. Biron now sits alone in the top spot he previously shared with Farr and
Brain and Bill Farr sits alone in second place with his three victories on the
season. Martin Campbell, a newcomer to Doubles taking Lynn Kelly’s spot,
has one win and one loss in January.

The Firestop Men’s League has been relatively unaffected by bad weather
cancellations. Currently playing round two of its schedule, the standings see
the Chris Sutherland rink still on top of the standings although they did suffer
their first loss of the season in January to the Gordie Cormier rink, one of the
teams that is close and challenging for top spot. Sutherland has sixteen
points while Cormier has twelve. Walter Nichols also has his team still in the
hunt with twelve points but Nichols has already sat out a bye week while
both Cormier and Sutherland have yet to get their round two bye, essentially
giving Nichols a game in hand over them. Another team to take note of in
this league is the Keith MacEachern rink who have started to turn it on over
the last few weeks and have crept up the standings to sit in fourth place with
nine points. MacEachern has also sat out a bye for round two, giving him a
game in hand as well over the front runners. It will be an exciting and close
finish for top spot in the regular schedule in the Men’s League. There will
also be a playoff round in Men’s which could essentially be won by any of
the teams competing given the competitiveness of all teams in this league.
Members are reminded that Matinee Curling is still taking place on most
Wednesday and Friday afternoons from 1-3pm. It’s open to all Schooner
members and you can just drop in anytime you want to take part. Teams are
made from those in attendance on any given day.

Welcome to February, the heart of the curling season!

For newer curlers (or those who might need a reminder), here are some of
curling’s more obscure rules.

HOG LINE CONTACT
As everyone knows, a rock must fully cross the hog line to be in play.
However, there is an exception to this rule.



If a rock in motion makes contact with a previously thrown rock that is
already in play, and the thrown rock comes to a stop straddling the hog line,
then it is deemed to be in play as it is assumed that it would have crossed
the hog line had it not made contact.

In other words, tell your fellow players it made contact and leave it where it
is. It's in play!

BURNED ROCKS or TOUCHED STONES

It happens from time-to-time that a delivered rock is touched - or “burned” -
while in motion. It can happen with a foot, or broom, or even when a
personal item falls off a player and makes contact with the rock. We're
human. Mistakes happen. There are of course rules that apply in this
situation.

Firstly, if you burn a rock, you should speak up and announce it
immediately.

What rule applies next is determined by the location of the rock when it was
burned.

If it is between the T-line at the throwing end and the hog line at the
receiving end, then the rock is stopped and removed from play immediately.

If the burn occurs after the hog line at the receiving end, then the rock is
allowed to continue and all affected stones must come fully to rest. At this
point, the non-offending skip can choose to remove the thrown rock and
return all affected stones to their original position, OR decide to leave all
stones where they came to rest if he/she deems it to be to their advantage.

If members wish to read the full rules, they can be read or downloaded from
Curling Canada at https://www.curling.ca/basics

POSTPONEMENTS & MAKE-UP GAMES
We'd like to remind folks about the rules of play surrounding postponements
and make-up games.

If a skip can’t field a team and provides less than 24 hours notice to the
opposing team, then the game is automatically forfeit.

If more than 24 hours notice is provided, then the two skips can agree to
postpone a game until both teams are available, BUT the postponed game
must be played within 2 weeks of the original scheduled game, otherwise
the game is forfeited to the non-offending skip. This rule was established to
avoid having a number of postponed games stacked up at the end of the
season deciding league outcomes.


https://www.curling.ca/basics
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PACE OF PLAY

As a final note, we would ask players to keep the pace of play in mind during
your game. If you are a lead throwing the next rock, you are not expected to
help organize the rocks after an end. Nor should you watch until your
opponent’s rock has stopped at the far end before entering the house to get
ready.

If you are up next, your job is to prepare to throw - removing your gripper,
cleaning your rock, getting in the hack, etc.

Although it’s the skips’ job to manage the clock, everyone can help by
avoiding unnecessary delays to play.

That'’s it for me this month. Good curling everyone!

The Jackie Pearson Memorial Doubles Spiel was held at the club on
January 16™ and 17" and saw a full complement of sixteen teams taking
part. With that many teams it was necessary to split them into two divisions.
A random draw was done to determine what division teams would be in and
who they would face in their first game.

Play got underway on Friday evening with all sixteen teams seeing their first
action of the event. The first draw, taking place at 6pm, saw teams from
division one square off. Gary and Jen cook defeated Sean MacPherson and
Ralph Neville while Bill Farr and Kirk McNeil were winners over Frances
Ford and Lynn Kelly. Division two got started at 7pm with Meranda
Fitzgerald-Bullen and Jeremy Brow winning over Justin Humphrey and Val
Maclintyre on one sheet while Russell Fitzgerald and Leo Fraser took down
Mel and Rick Windsor on the other. For Rick Windsor, it was a return to the
Schooner and the sport of curling after a few years away. Welcome back
Rick. Moving back to division one at 8pm we had Dane and Julissa
Rudderham defeat Lori and Dave Rich and Brian Laughlin and Gordie
Cormier move on with a win over Terrance Nicholson and Dave Devoe. The
final draw of day one at 9pm would see Walter Nichols and Benito
Delorenzo lose to Bryant Cormier and Keith MacEachern while Julie
Cormier and Robbie Biron would win over Jenna MacNeil and Stephen
Leslie. All winners of Friday’s games would stay in the top bracket of their
respective divisions while losers would drop to the consolation bracket of
those divisions.

Saturday play got underway early, starting at 10am in division one and
11:15 for division two, with all of the losing teams facing off in a must win
game. The two-loss elimination format meant another loss for any of these
teams would mean their weekend would be over. Winners in the division
one draw were Kelly/Ford who defeated Neville/MacPherson and
Nicholson/Devoe who took down Team Rich while division two saw Team
Windsor win over Humphrey/Macintyre and MacNeil/Leslie over
Nichols/Delorenzo. Bernadette Cormier played in place of Jenna MacNeil
who was forced to drop out of the spiel. These winners would move on to
the consolation bracket semi-final and play the losers of the semi-final
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games from the top brackets which were scheduled for the 12:30 and 1:45
draws.

The top bracket semi-finals in division one had Farr/McNeil taking on Team
Cook and Team Rudderham facing G. Cormier/Laughlin. Winners would
face off for the division one title while losers would play in the consolation
round semi-final games. Farr/McNeil and G.Cormier/Laughlin would win
their games to face off in that division championship game. In division two it
was Fitzgerald/Fraser coming out on top in their game against Bullen/Brow
and B. Cormier/MacEachern winning over J. Cormier/Biron to finalize the
matchup in the division two final. Division one would see its finals in both the
top and consolation brackets go at 5:30pm while division two finals would
take the ice right after that. Winners of each divisions top brackets would
then face off in a game to determine the overall spiel winner. Before that we
needed to determine the consolation bracket finalists in each division. In
division one, Team Rudderham defeated Ford/Kelly to earn the right to take
on Nicholson/Devoe who took down Team Cook to earn their way in to the
consolation final and in division two it would be B. Cormier/Leslie besting
Bullen/Brow to move on to face off against J. Cormier/Biron who were
winners over Team Windsor. The consolation finals would see the winner
take home $110 in prize money while the losing team would pocket $40. In
division one, Team Rudderham got an early lead and looked to be in control
but Nicholson/Devoe wouldn’t go quietly and ended up tying the game in the
final end. A draw to the button to decide a winner was required. Terrance
Nicholson drew to the back eight on his attempt but Dane Rudderham was
heavy and went through the house, giving team Nicholson/Devoe the
victory. In division two, the teams decided not to play the consolation
championship game and split the prize money.

The top bracket final in division one between Farr/McNeil and G.
Cormier/Laughlin was closely contested with the score going back and forth.
Farr/McNeil got out to an early lead after three ends but Laughlin/Cormier
fought back and were leading by one heading home in the sixth without
hammer. In the sixth, Farr was lying two, enough to solidify the win, when
Cormier stepped up to take his last shot. Gordie was trying to remove an
opponent’s stone to possibly force a tie and a sudden death draw to the
button but racked up on a guard in front of the house and conceded the two
points and the win to Farr/McNeil. In division two, the team of
Fitzgerald/Fraser would control play for the most part and defeat B.
Cormier/MacEachern to earn their way in to face Farr/McNeil for the overall
Jackie Pearson Memorial title. In that final game, Fitzgerald/Fraser
continued to control play as they had done in the division final, getting out to
an early 4-0 lead. After Kirk McNeil got two points back in the third end, Leo
Fraser got a single in four that put his team up 5-2. The fifth end is when
tragedy struck for Fitzgerald/Fraser and the game took a huge turn. Kirk
McNeil was playing stones into the house early in hope to build an end to
get his team back in the game. A few key missed take outs by Russell
Fitzgerald left McNeil lying five in the house with only one Fitzgerald stone to
come. Fitzgerald attempted another take out, hoping to eliminate at least
two stones to keep the game close, but came up empty and allowed McNeil
the chance to draw for six, a feat in doubles equivalent to an eight-ender in
standard team curling. McNeil made no mistake and drew his final stone in
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for the coveted six, giving his team an 8-5 lead heading home. Bill Farr
played a more defensive end in the sixth to prevent Leo Fraser from scoring
the three points he needed to tie and was successful with only one
opponents rock in the house when Fraser was down to his last shot, leading
to Fitzgerald/Fraser conceding the game and leaving Kirk McNeil and Bill
Farr as the 2026 Jackie Pearson Memorial Spiel champs. The winners took
home $160 and the runners-up took home $130. The losers in the division
finals. B. Cormier/MacEachern and G. Cormier/Laughlin, took home $100
each.

Congratulations to all of our finalists and to our eventual winners. It was a
great weekend of curling at the club. Thank you to everyone who took part,
to everyone who helped out with organizing and running the event, to the ice
crew, bartenders and everyone else who helped in any way. We hope to see
everyone back again next year to remember Jackie Pearson and take part in
the 2027 edition of his memorial spiel.

I's February and that means that the iconic Women’s Sweetheart Spiel will
be taking place this month. The spiel is scheduled to run on February 6™
and 7" and is once again at capacity with twelve teams taking part. Play will
get underway Friday evening with all teams seeing their first action and all
curlers and guests will be treated to a wine and cheese reception. Schooner
members Martin Campbell and Russell Fitzgerald will once again be
donating wine as they have since the very first Sweetheart many years ago.
Play will continue on Saturday, getting underway early at 9AM with all teams
playing two games, one four end game and one six end game. After curling
ends in the afternoon and all the points are tallied, all curlers will be treated
to dinner, sponsored by the Schooner men, and then prizes will be
presented.

The Sweetheart spiel is always a great event and there is always lots of
great curling and great fun. Everyone is invited to stop by and take in some
of the action and laughs.

We would like to thank Bill Farr and Farrside Holdings Ltd. for sponsoring
the spiel again this year. Bill Has been involved with the Sweetheart for
many years through sponsorship by his company, Compu Clone Computer
Solutions, and has stayed a supporter of the event even after Compu Clone
changed hands in 2024.

Best of luck to all the ladies curling in the Sweetheart Spiel this year.

The premier event of the season at the Schooner Club, the Schooner Open
Cash Spiel, is Scheduled to go from February 13" to 15". There was still
one spot of the twelve available that was remaining open as of February 15t
Teams competing will include those from the Schooner, Sydney and Strait
and Area Community Curling Clubs. Entry fee is $220 per team with all
money being returned in prizes. Teams can be any combination of male and
female curlers. Dinner will be served to all participants on Saturday and
there will be dance on Saturday night open to everyone. We want to thank
Tamarind Optical for their support of the Schooner Club in their sponsorship
of the Open Cash Spiel.
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The Schooner Club held its Men’s and Women’s Club championships on
January 9" and 10" at the club. On the Women'’s side it was the Julia
Cormier rink taking on Team Carrie Cress. Skip Cormier was joined by
Meranda Fitzgerald-Bullen, Val Macintyre and Samantha Livingstone while
skip Cress was aided by Kristen Bell, Jennifer Brain and Jennifer Cook.

In the first game, Team Cress built an early lead and it looked like they
would be able to use that to bring the game home but Team Cormier
chipped away little by little and was able to come back to win in the final
end, taking the first game and needing only one more win to be crowned
club champs. Saturday’s first game started out as a low scoring, tightly
played affair but Team Cormier scored a big end in the fourth and then a
second, high scoring end put the game out of reach, forcing team Cress to
conceded the game early, giving Team Cormier the second win they needed
to solidify the championship. Skip Julia and her squad will now represent the
club at the Provincial Club Championship event being held at the Sydney
Curling Club from March 26™ to 29™". The winner of that event will represent
the province at the National Championships. Best or luck to Julia and her
team.

The Men’s Club Championship, scheduled to go between the Gordie
Cormier rink and the Walter Nichols rink the same weekend was cancelled
when Team Cormier decided to drop out.

The Schooner Club will be hosting a Super Bowl Party to watch and
celebrate the big game on Super Bowl Sunday, February 8™. Everyone is
invited and there is no cover. There will be a pot luck so everyone is asked
to bring something to share. Kickoff is 7:30 Atlantic but the fun starts earlier
at the club. Plan to join us.

The Sydney CC hosted the Mercer Fuels Cash Spiel from January 23" to
25™ at their club on George St. Sixteen teams, split into four divisions of four
teams each, competed for the top prize of $2000. The Schooner Club was
represented in the event by three teams, the Julia Cormier Rink with skip
Julia, Meranda Fitzgerald-Bullen, Val Macintyre and Samantha Livingstone,
the Gordie Cormier Rink with Gordie, Fred Gillis, Benito Delorenzo and Dan
MacDougall and the Kevin Gouthro Rink with skip Kevin, Stephen Leslie,
Dane Rudderham and Robbie Biron. The Schooner contingent had a good
showing, playing many close games, a few decided by a tie-breaking draw
to the button, and Team Julia Cormier actually defeated the eventual overall
winner, Nick Deagle, in their first game, but in the end none of the teams
made it to play in the championship round. In the consolations round, Team
Gordie Cormier came out on top, winning the consolation championship and
taking home the $600 prize. Congratulations to Team Gordie Cormier on
their win and to all Schooner rinks for representing the club well.
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They Sydney Curling Club will be hosting a one-day open stick curling spiel
on Sunday, March 8™. Enter as a team of two for a cost per team of $40.
Registration is open from February 15t to March 8" or until the event reaches
its capacity of 16 teams max. Register at the link below.

https://sydney.curling.io/en/events/25727-stick-spiel

The 2026 Canadian Vision Impaired Curling Championship is taking place
February 2—6 at the Granite Curling Club in Edmonton, Alberta. This
incredible national event is organized annually by The Canadian Council of
the Blind, showcasing the skill, teamwork, and determination of vision-
impaired curlers from coast to coast. Nova Scotia will be represented by a
team out of the Sydney Curling Club made up of Skip Louise Gillis, Third
James Simmons, Second Michael Vrooman, Lead Mary Campbell, Guide
Amanda MacAulay, Guide Sidney Francis, Mate Anthony Shaw and
Sweeper lan Van Schaick. Best of luck to team Nova Scotia at this national
event.

The Strait and Area Community Curling Club will be holding their annual
Industrial Bonspiel from March 6™ to 8™ at their club in Port Hawkesbury.
Entry fee is $180 per team (4-6 players) and entry deadline is February 25%.
There will be live entertainment on Friday evening from 8:30 to 11:00 by
Backroads and there will be lunch and dinner on Saturday. There will be lots
of door prizes available to be won and there will be a draw to the button
contest that is sponsored by MacLeod Lorway Insurance. If you are a
business or individual that would like to enter a team, sponsor part of the
event, or donate some prizes, please reach out to the SACCC. It's always a
great time.

The Schooner Club will be holding our annual Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
on Friday, March 13. Orders must be in by Sunday, March 8. Dinners will be
made by Laura Young of Kitchen Party Catering at the French Club. The
price this year is $13 per order and they can be picked up at the French
Club on Ferry Street in Sydney or free delivery is available for orders of 5 or
more. Volunteers will be required on Thursday, March 12™, in the evening to
do prep and on Friday morning for packaging and delivery. This is an
important fundraiser for the club and all members are encouraged to sell as
many dinners as they can to maximize our results.


https://sydney.curling.io/en/events/25727-stick-spiel
https://www.facebook.com/ccbnational?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZp_cnlStU04n_K8DMg3hgmAF8XrFk7U3pbk72iiWi1iogVnKpxxI9qBm-eXbS_Apv0scu-anxpFHLkKde0Z5T4rnPyZeLMkJPqE8-5hA9m-s1l_1mjpY5hsHqn-6kr9VeM8Mlugl3sSQMrsfKwyFGJjZWVGx_5Hx9CdY2wMFM63hf80Nniv3HdBFCZsc0doChvHxVDgVxvCUfotC4iTOnV&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ccbnational?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZp_cnlStU04n_K8DMg3hgmAF8XrFk7U3pbk72iiWi1iogVnKpxxI9qBm-eXbS_Apv0scu-anxpFHLkKde0Z5T4rnPyZeLMkJPqE8-5hA9m-s1l_1mjpY5hsHqn-6kr9VeM8Mlugl3sSQMrsfKwyFGJjZWVGx_5Hx9CdY2wMFM63hf80Nniv3HdBFCZsc0doChvHxVDgVxvCUfotC4iTOnV&__tn__=-%5dK-R

