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 December 21 - January 4 Holiday Break 

January 10-11 Mixed Doubles Spiel  

Saturday, January 25th Stick Curling Clinic 

Saturday, January 25th Fun Night 

February 7-8 Sweetheart Women's Spiel 

February 14-16 Schooner Cash Spiel 

Saturday, February 15 Cash Spiel Dance 

Saturday, February 22 Fun Night 

March 7-8 Jackie Pearson Memorial Doubles Spiel 

Saturday, March 15th Fun Night 

April 4-6 Team Entry Finals 

April 10-12 John Bonaparte Memorial Closing Spiel 

Saturday, April 12 Closing Dance 

Saturday, May 3th Awards Banquet and Dance 
NOTE: All dates are tentative and subject to change. Check the club website or bulletin board for changes and 

additions. 

 
 

   
 

  

League 
Roundup 

 

League play has been running smoothly so far this season with little to no 
interruption in the schedule. After taking a Holiday break, play will resume 
on Sunday, January 5th when the Team Entry League will throw the first 
stones of 2025.  
The Team Entry league has been proving to be competitive this season with 
four of the seven competing teams all within one victory of each other. Kevin 
Gouthro sits alone in first with eight points but three teams are in hot pursuit 
with six points each, only one win behind. The Brian Laughlin, Mel Windsor 
and Stephen Leslie rinks are those teams and will give Gouthro a run for his 
money for first overall.  
Monday Mixed is currently being led by the Cal Thistle rink with eight points 
but all other teams are well in the mix to be able to catch them. Keith 
MacEachern sits only one point behind Thistle and two other teams are just 
behind MacEachern with six points. Skip Thistle and third Barb Thistle will 
soon be leaving to travel south for the remainder of the winter so we will 
have to wait and see if that team can be rebuilt around the remaining 
members, Bernadette Cormier and David Hall, and continue to compete on 
Mondays. The Tuesday Mixed is being led by the Keith MacEachern rink 
with a total of nine points so far, followed closely by Julia Cormier and 
Carrie Cress who have amassed seven points each so far. 
The inaugural season of the seven team Schooner Women’s League is still 
proving to be popular with its alternating schedule, sharing Wednesday with 
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the doubles league, each league playing every second week. Julia Cormier 
currently sits in top spot with six points after four weeks of play but she is 
being followed closely by a number of other teams. Schooner Doubles has 
three weeks of play in the books and two only two players, Bill Farr and Leo 
Fraser, have perfect 3-0 records. There are a number of competitors with 2-
1 records but, with lots of play remaining, everyone is still in the mix to 
challenge for top spot overall.  
The Schooner Men’s league has proven competitive again this year with all 
teams having the ability to beat any other on a given night. The Bill Farr rink 
and the Fred Gillis rink share to spot with eight points after Farr lost his first 
game of the season to the Brian Laughlin rink in the final night of the first 
round. Round two will begin after the Holiday break with Farr and Gillis 
facing against each other. With Laughlin’s win over Farr, his second in a 
row, he vaulted himself into a tie for third with the Keith MacEachern rink, 
each with five points. With round two getting underway and, very likely, a 
third round on the horizon, any of the six teams still has a chance at first. 
Friday Matinee curling will again resume after the break, running from 1-3 
on Friday afternoons. It’s been a good season so far with good turnouts 
every Friday. On the final Friday before Christmas a pot luck social was held 
after curling with around 16 people attending and enjoying some good food 
and great company.  
Matinee Curling is open to all schooner members and you can just drop in 
whenever you are available. Teams are made from those in attendance 
each week. It’s a great way to get a little more curling out of your Schooner 
membership so plan to drop by whenever you are available.  
 
 

Draw Master's 
Musings 

 
 

Hello Schooner Curlers. Welcome back from your holiday break! 
As we enter the heart of the curling season, there are a couple of 
housekeeping items I would like to mention.  

Draw to the Button 

I will be conducting draws to the button sometime in January. Which means 
when you least expect it, I will show up on a regular league night with my 
tape measure and record the cumulative distance to the button from 2 rocks 
thrown by your team. This result will only be used in the event a 3rd 
tiebreaker is required. BTW Your team does not have to participate and can 
instead opt for the maximum distance for your result.  

Recording Game Results 

It is the responsibility of the Mate on the Winning Team to record the results for 
both teams. If a result is not recorded, the winning team will be the one losing 
points as the losing team would have gotten no points anyway. So if you win a 
game, it is in your best interest to record the result. In the event of a tie, Mates 
should discuss with their counterpart and confirm who will mark. 
The exception to the above is the 2 on 2 League, in which individual players mark 
their own result. 
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The score sheets are in a white binder behind the bar. Since winners buy drinks, 
the Winning Mate will be going to the bar anyway and can mark the win/loss at the 
same time. 

How to Record a Result 

Let’s assume you are Fraser’s Mate and that you have just beaten the 
MacEachern team. 
 

 
 
1) Look for Team Fraser’s name in the leftmost column to identify the “Fraser row.” 
Now move along that row to the right until the box directly under MacEachern and 
mark a “W.” 
2) Look for MacEachern in the leftmost column to identify the “MacEachern row.” 
Now move along that row to the right until the box directly under Fraser and mark 
an “L.” 
The W and the L should be diagonally opposite above and below the black boxes. 
If not, check steps 1 and 2 to make sure that you marked in the correct boxes.  
 
That’s it! You’re done and can now enjoy your libation of choice! 
 
Enjoy 2025 and I’ll see you on the ice. 
Richard 
 
 

Turkey Spiel 
and Christmas 

Dance 

 

The Turkey Spiel, a Schooner Holiday tradition, ran from December 12-14 
and was a huge success. This spiel was filled to its capacity with a total of 
16 teams and 64 curlers taking part. Teams were split into two divisions, 
one starting on Thursday evening and one on Friday, with all teams meeting 
on Saturday for two games, one six and one four end tilt. After all the great 
curling was finished, the Bryant Cormier rink stood as champs and took 
home the Holiday Turkey. Cormier actually started the spiel with a loss, 
garnering only six points in that tilt, but came on strong on Saturday with two 
big wins to vault him into first overall and finishing one point ahead of 
second place finisher Brian Laughlin. Laughlin’s foursome took home 
Holiday hams. Joining skip Bryant in the victory was Robbie Biron, Jennifer 
Haigh and Joel MacDonald. It was great to see Jenn and Joel, both former 
club members, back playing on Schooner ice. Joining skip Brian in second 
place was Kelley Laughlin, Marnie MacDonald and Georgette Sparkes. 
Rounding out the top three was the Russell Fitzgerald rink with Skip 
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Russell, Terrance Nicholson, Paul MacDonald and Shelley Campbell. Their 
prize was delicious chocolates.  
On Saturday, everyone was treated to a build your own sandwich bar and 
two kinds of soup, turkey vegetable, made by Jenna MacNeil, and beef and 
barley, made by Frances Ford. Jenna and Stephen Leslie also provided 
some sliced turkey for the sandwich bar and some meat and cheese trays 
for later in the evening. Thank you to Stephen, Jenna and Frances for the 
delicious eats. Thanks also to Rose Gale for the lemon loaf for desert. It 
was delicious as well.  
After the curling formalities were over, DJ Jimmy took over and the party 
started to celebrate the season. A good crowd stayed around and partied 
well into the night in true Schooner fashion.  
Congratulations to our 2024 Turkey Spiel winners and thank you to 
everyone who took part, especially those who joined us from outside the 
Schooner membership ranks. Thanks again to everyone who provided food 
for the curlers on Saturday and a big thank you to everyone who helped in 
organizing and running the event. Without the generosity of the volunteers 
at the club events like this could not happen. And last but certainly not least, 
a huge thank you to our sponsor, Rusty’s Trading Post of Membertou, for 
your generous support. Help from the business community is another 
important part of maintaining the club and our events.  
So another Turkey Spiel goes in the books. We hope to see everyone back 
again next Christmas when we will once again will celebrate this long time 
Schooner Tradition.  
 
 

Mixed Doubles 
Spiel 

The Schooner Mixed Doubles Spiel will be held on January 10 and 11. This 
spiel is slated to be team entry. Enter as a team of two, one male and one 
female curler or, if you do not have a partner, you can do single sign up and 
one will be provided if available, no guarantees. Doubles is always lots of 
fun. It will be played with the hybrid 2 on 2 rules we use at the Schooner 
Club. Plan to take part.  
 
 

Stick Curling 
Clinic 

 

There will be a stick curling clinic held at the club on Saturday, January 25th 
from 10am-2pm and is being presented by the Nova Scotia Stick Curling 
Assoc. They will have representatives onsite to teach the finer points of stick 
curling to those currently using a stick or to those who are interested in 
finding out more about how to stick curl. The cost of the clinic is $15 per 
participant.  
Registration is currently full but there is a waiting list in case someone has 
to drop out. You can join that list by signing up on the sheet at the club. 
 

 
 

Two Big 
Events in 
February 

 
 
 
The Schooner Club will be hosting two big events in February, the Women’s 
Sweetheart Spiel on February 7th and 8th and the annual Open Cash Spiel 
from February 14th to 16th. Registration is open for both events and you can 
sign up at the club. The Sweetheart Spiel is single or team entry and the 
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Open Cash is team entry only. Both events tend to fill up quickly so plan to 
register soon. We will also need lots of volunteer help in running both 
events so, if you have some free time, please help out.  
 
 

Holiday 
Maintenance 

Done 

The Schooner ice crew took advantage of the club’s Holiday break and did 
lots of work in the ice shed to get us ready for the remainder of the season. 
The first item of business was to ‘burn’ the ice to help remove some of the 
dirt particles that get stuck in the ice over time. A large torch is used to melt 
the surface of the ice to release the particles and then the water and dirt are 
removed with a shop vac. Thanks to Terrance Nicholson for the help with 
this job and for providing the use of his shop vac. The next step was a flood 
where a layer of water was applied to refresh the entire surface of the ice. 
After that a lot of shaving has to be completed to return the ice to playing 
condition. There were a lot of hours put in to complete this work.  
The next job that had to be competed was to patch the holes that were cut 
in the plastic lining the shed ceiling as part of an experiment earlier in the 
year. This was done to stop the drips of water that were causing bumps on 
the ice when condensation formed between the plastic and the ceiling. 
Thanks to Benito Delorenzo for patching the holes and to Meranda 
Fitzgerald-Bullen and Kristen Bell for help in prepping the patches used to 
seal the holes. A big thank you goes out to the ice crew as well for giving 
your time over the holiday season so we can have great ice to curl on.  
 
 

New Year’s 
Eve 

Celebration  

There was a small, casual new year’s eve celebration held at the club. It 
was an impromptu affair, open to all members and guests and was 
organized by a couple of Schooner members shortly before the Holiday 
break. Members were informed by email and Facebook posts. There was a 
pot luck as part of the celebration with all attendees asked to bring some 
food to share. While there wasn’t a huge crowd, a good time was had by all 
who were there and rang in the new year with Schooner Friends. There is 
discussion that this will become a regular event and will be part of next 
season’s schedule if there is interest.  
 
 

Ship Hector 
Bonspiel 

 
 

The annual Ship Hector Bonspiel will be held in four New Glasgow area 
curling clubs from February 7th to 9th. Games are played in the Bluenose 
Curling Club in New Glasgow, the Stellar CC in Stellarton, the Westville CC 
in Westville and the New Caledonian CC in Pictou who will also be acting as 
host club for the event this season as they celebrate their 175th anniversary. 
Entries are limited to the first 54 teams and entry fees are $200 per team. 
The Hector is an open, team entry event, men’s, women’s, mixed, senior, 
junior, stick, experienced, novice, it really doesn’t matter. This event tends 
to fill quickly so if you plan to go get your entries in early and book a place 
to stay asap. Rooms will be at a premium as there is a big minor hockey 
tournament in Pictou on the same weekend. For more info you can contact 
Gary Fanning by email at gfanning@ns.sympatico.ca 

 
 

mailto:gfanning@ns.sympatico.ca
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Schooner  
Fun Nights 

 

Schooner Fun Nights will be making their return to the club this month with 
the first event Scheduled for Saturday, January 27th. Fun nights are social 
nights at the club that are open to both members and the general public. 
They are designed to introduce more people to the sport of curling and all 
members are encouraged to attend and bring some friends. The get going 
at 7pm and curling takes place all evening. There's pizza for everyone and 
maybe even a few prizes to be given away. The cost for entry is $10 for the 
public and to $5 for Schooner members. There's still no better deal in town 
for a night of fun. Participants must be 19 years and older. We supply the 
equipment, you just need clean, dry shoes for the ice. 
Schooner Fun Nights are a great way to get out of the house with family and 
friends and enjoy a night out for just a few bucks. Fun Nights are scheduled 
for January 27, February 24 and March 16. Plan to join us. 
 

Sydney Pallet 
Village 
Update 

Many members may have noticed that the security that was stationed just in 
front of the club for some time after we reported issues has since been 
removed. We were not notified before hand that this was going to happen. 
Erika Shea from New Dawn was the person who was supposed to inform us 
re: the security changes, but forgot to do so. She apologized for that. She 
also said that the plan is now for them to be on site when we are in 
operation until a new security station is built. Richard Lorway has been 
communicating with New Dawn and will be sending Erika a schedule so she 
can coordinate that. The new security station is being built roughly halfway 
between the club and the pallet village site. A concrete pad has been 
poured and the building is scheduled to be built by the end of January. This 
will enable security to have better views of both properties and to more 
quickly react to situations on either site 
New Dawn is also proposing to add lighting to the parking lot side of our 
building. Richard advised them that our electrical panel was already over 
capacity, and Ericka said that they will look at upgrading our panel. She will 
have their electrician call Richard to coordinate a site survey. We are not 
sure of the timing, but hopefully it will be soon. A new panel will help with a 
lot of electrical issues we have. New Dawn also wants add a camera on the 
parking lot side of the club which will tie into the system in our back room 
that is monitored and recorded. Any future incidents will then be recorded 
and can be sent to the police for evaluation.  
All members are reminded that any incidents involving Pallet Village 
residents should be reported no matter how minor. Incidents can be 
reported to the Schooner Executive so Richard can pass them along to New 
Dawn or you can call the security hotline. The number is posted at the club.  
 

 

 

 
 


