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March 14-15 Jackie Pearson Memorial Doubles Spiel
Saturday, March 15th Fun Night
March 21-22 Triples Spiel
Friday, March 28 Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
April 4-6 Team Entry Playoff
April 10-12 John Bonaparte Memorial Closing Spiel
Saturday, April 12 Closing Dance
Saturday, May 3th Awards Banguet and Dance

NOTE: All dates are tentative and subject to change. Check the club website or bulletin board for changes and
additions.

While league play has been relatively unaffected by weather with only a few
cancellations, the circulating viruses that many Schooner members have
been unfortunate enough to catch have really stretched the spares pool to
its limit. A big thank you goes out to all of the curlers who have been taking
on extra games recently to make sure they get played.

The Sunday Team Entry League is coming to the end of its regular season
and it looks like no one will be able to catch team Gouthro for first overall.
Gouthro has only lost one game this season in that league, that coming at
the hands of the Russell Fitzgerald rink. Gouthro did suffer a recent setback
though, the loss of lead Douglas Fewer who was injured during the
Schooner Cash Spiel. It is unknown how long Fewer will be sidelined so we
are unsure if he can make it back for playoff action. Playoffs in the Team
Entry will begin soon, starting with teams being split into two divisions for a
round robin to seed teams for the final playoff spiel that will be held April 4"
to 6.

There will be no playoff round in either of the two Mixed Leagues. We will
simply continue with round robin play and the top team in each league will
be crowned champions. In Monday Mixed, Peter Maclintyre is three points
ahead of his nearest rival, the Bryant Cormier rink. Kristen Bell sits only four
points back and Keith MacEachern is five off the lead. With a few weeks of
play still remaining, all of these teams have a chance to catch the front
running Macintyre.

In Tuesday’s Mixed, Julia Comier and Carrie Cress are tied with 15 points
each and are followed closely by Samantha Livingstone with 13 points.
Livingstone has vaulted up in the standings in this round by going
undefeated so far with four straight wins. Jenna MacNeil with 10 points and
Keith MacEachern with 11 are still within striking distance of the leaders but




Draw Master's
Musings

will need some help with losses by the top teams to make a run. As with
Monday Mixed, there are still a number of games remaining.

The inaugural season of the Schooner Women'’s League continues with
Carrie Cress sitting atop the standings with 12 points. Julia Cormier and Val
Maclintyre sit tied in second with 8 points each, however it appears that
Maclintyre may have a game in hand there. This league will continue with
round robin play until the end of the season.

The Schooner Doubles plays on alternating weeks to the Women’s League
and still sees a battle of two undefeated players for top spot. Leo Fraser has
one tie that leaves him sitting behind Bill Farr by only one point. Two
players, Julia Cormier and Gordie Cormier, sit with 10 points each but, with
only three weeks left in play, would need to win all their remaining and have
the leaders lose all of their games in order to overtake them.

The Schooner Men’s League has finished up its regular schedule already
with the Fred Gillis Rink taking the top spot. Fred is joined in winning the
regular schedule title by Gordie Cormier, Benito Delarenzo and Dan
MacDougall. The playoff round robin has begun with the Gillis rink winning
their first two games in the five game affair. Bill Farr, who finished second to
Gillis in the regular season, also has two wins. The top four teams in the
round robin will play semi-final games and the winners of those will play for
the playoff championship.

Matinee Curling continues every Friday from 1-3pm and is open to all
Schooner members. This is a drop in event, you don’t need to be registered,
just stop in any Friday and curl. It's lots of fun and a good way to get even
more out of your Schooner membership.

Happy March, Schooner curlers!

We are officially in the home stretch of the 2025 curling season. Both the
Men’s and Team Entry leagues will have playoff rounds. The Men’s playoffs
have started already, and the Team Entry playoffs will start on Sunday,
March 9th.

The Mixed, Women’s, and 2on2 Leagues will continue with round robin play
with the winners determined by total points at the end of the season, which
is currently slated for the first week in April. Of course, these plans could be
upended at any time by the weather. Fingers crossed!

BTW the results from the draws to the button have been posted in a
spreadsheet at the top left of the League Bulletin Board. The scores will
only come into play in the event a 3rd tiebreaker is needed to determine a
league winner.

As this is my last year as Drawmaster, I'd like to close off the Musings by
saying thank you to everyone for their patience and understanding during
my tenure. Please be equally supportive to the next person who volunteers
to take on this important role.

Cheers and Good Curling!
Richard



Women’s
Sweetheart
Spiel

The annual Sweetheart Women'’s Spiel was held at the club on February 7t
and 8™ and was another huge success. A capacity roster of twelve teams
took part in the two-day event, each playing two, six-end games and one
four-end game. Points were awarded for wins as well as ends won.

Play got underway on Friday evening with all teams seeing their first action
on this night. All curlers and guests were treated to a wonderful wine and
cheese reception on Friday as well. A big thank you goes out to Martin
Campbell, Russell Fitzgerald and Stephen Leslie for supplying the wine for
everyone and to all who brought dips, trays, sweets, etc. for everyone to
enjoy and fill up on. The party went pretty late on Friday. Also on Friday
evening we had a draw to the button completion where each team selected
a thrower to deliver one rock which was then measure for distance from the
button and recorded. Prizes available where drinks at the Schooner bar
supplied by Kevin Gouthro. Congratulations to the Terrie Walker rink and
the Lisa MacDonald rink for winning the prizes and a big thank you to Kevin
for sponsoring.

Play got underway again on Saturday morning. A light breakfast was
available, coffee, muffins, etc. and then later there was soup and a light
lunch. Thanks to Jenna and Frances for the delicious soup. All curlers were
also treated to a Chinese dinner on Saturday evening after curling,
compliments of donations from the Schooner men.

Once all teams had played their matches and points were tallied, Lisa
MacDonald’s foursome were crowned spiel champs, amassing a perfect 3-0
record and a total of 38 points. Skip Lisa was joined by Emma MacNamara,
Jennifer Langois and Katie MacLeod. Meranda Fitzgerald-Bullen was
second, only beating out Terrie Walker's Team by plus/minus. Meranda was
3-0 and had a 30-point total while Walker was 2-1 with 30 points. Meranda
had a +9 rating over three games and that was enough to beat out Terrie’s
+5 to jump ahead in the standings. Meranda was joined by Stephanie
Burgoyne, Stella Cameron and Susanne Ross. Jo MacGillivary, Kathy
Kavanagh and Virginia Poirier joined Terrie. Rounding out the top five for
the weekend were the Alison Grapes rink in fourth and the Carrie Cress rink
in fifth. Alison was joined by Kat O’Hagan, Susan Belmore-Vermes and
Nathalie Keroack while skip Carrie was aided by Jenna MacNeil, Kristen
Bell and Jennifer Brain. Congratulations to all of our winners and thank you
to everyone for taking part. In the Schooner Sweetheart there are no losers.
Winners got the Sweetheart jackets but everyone who took part got to pick
a prize from the well-stocked prize table. As part of the closing ceremonies
and prize presentations, Martin Campbell and Russell Fitzgerald presented
long-time spiel organizer, Lynn Kelly, with a commemorative plaque and a
bouquet of flowers in honor of all the work she did in past years to make the
Sweetheart successful and grow it into the great event it is today. While
Lynn still curled in the event, she had taken a step back this year from here
organizer role. Thank you to Lynn for all her dedication and hard work for
the club and this event in particular. We also want to thank Bill Farr and
Farrside Holdings for sponsoring this year. Long time sponsor, Compu
Clone Computer Solutions, was sold by Bill last year and is now under new
ownership. Bill stepped up again with a sponsorship through Farrside.
Thanks also goes out to everyone who helped to organize and run the
event, to everyone who contributed items, food, drink and anything else, to
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Schooner

the hard working bartenders, ice crew and cleaning staff and to anyone else
who helped in any way. Without the kindness and generosity of our
volunteers and sponsors, events like this would not be possible.

So that puts the wraps on another Sweetheart Spiel. Thank you once again
to all of the women curlers who took part. You all gave us some great
curling to watch all weekend, we hope you had fun doing it and we hope to
see you all again next year for the 2026 Schooner Sweetheart Spiel.

The premier event of the season at the Schooner Club, the Schooner Open
Cash Spiel, was held at the club from February 14" to 16" with a full slate
of twelve teams talking part. Teams were representing the Schooner,
Sydney and Strait Area Curling Clubs. It was a great weekend of curling and
fun and the club was very busy over the three-day event.

Play got underway on Friday evening with all teams seeing their first action,
winners of these games staying in the top ‘A’ division and losers moving
down to play in ‘B’. The first draw of the evening saw Team Delarenzo take
on Team Gouthro and the Stephen Leslie rink went up against Julia Cormier
and her team. Delarenzo and Leslie won their respective games. Draw two
had Port Hawkesbury’s Jeremy Brow take on Schooner’s Carrie Cress while
the other game of that same draw had another Strait Area team, Donnie
MacCuspic, take on Sydney junior rink Sophie Budgen. Both Strait Area
rinks won those games.

The third and final draw of the evening was essentially a second round
game in the ‘A’ division as all teams competing had gotten a bye through
round one. In those games, Sydney’s Thomas Drover defeated Kathleen
MacAulay’s Junior rink and Fred Gillis defeated Mel Windsor.

Friday was a great start to the spiel with lots of great curling action and lots
of great food. Curlers and guests were treated to a variety of dips, desserts
and finger foods brought in by various members. A big thank you to
everyone who brought something. There was also a bar tab draw on Friday
that was won by Team Carrie Cress.

Play got underway early on Saturday and was scheduled to go all day with
the final games scheduled for 9:15 that night. Curlers were treated to a light
breakfast, soup, chili and sandwiches at lunch and a ham and salad supper
to keep them fueled up for the long day. Thank you to everyone who helped
out and brought food for everyone to enjoy.

By the end of play on Saturday we would have the teams that would
compete in the ‘A’ division and ‘B’ division finals and teams that would play
in the ‘C’ division semi-final on Sunday morning for a chance to get into the
championship game for that division later that afternoon. The ‘A’ division
would see the Fred Gillis Rink facing the Donald MacCuspic rink in the final
on Sunday at 2pm. Donald had defeated Jeremy Brow in his second game
and then Stephen Leslie to earn his spot while Gillis only needed to defeat
the Thomas Drover rink on Saturday to earn his spot in the ‘A’ final. Both
Leslie and Drover would play now play in the ‘C’ division semi-final on
Sunday morning. Drover would face the Mel Windsor rink who had dropped
to ‘C’ after an early loss to Kathleen MacAulay but then defeated Jeremy
Brow to stay alive and make it to the semis. Leslie would take on the Julia
Cormier rink after Cormier lost to Kevin Gouthro in ‘B’ and then earned her
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way into the semi-final game against Leslie with a win over the Sophie
Budgen rink.

The final match up to be decided for Sunday play would be for the ‘B’
division final. In that game we would see a rematch of one of the first games
in the spiel with Kevin Gouthro taking on the Brittni Delarenzo rink. Gouthro
had victories over Julia Cormier and Carrie Cress to earn his spot.
Gouthro’s intense play was evident when he actually snapped his broom in
two while vigorously sweeping a rock, showing the passion and
determination some of these curlers have to win. Luckily for Gouthro, he
wasn’t injured in the incident. Delarenzo had been dropped down to ‘B’ after
a loss early Saturday to Stephen Leslie and then won her only ‘B’ division
tilt against Kathleen MacAulay to punch her ticket to the final.

While curling did extend quite late into the evening, that didn’t stop DJ
Jimmy from starting the party on time at 9pm. Jimmy played the night away
to a big crowd that stayed well into the wee hours of the morning in true
Schooner fashion.

Sunday play got underway at 10am with the ‘C’ semi-finals that saw Mel
Windsor defeat the Thomas Drover rink to earn the right to take on Julia
Cormier in the final who earned her way in by defeating Stephen Leslie.
That championship game was set to go at 2pm. The next draw of the day
was scheduled to be a single game, the ‘B’ final, but, due to weather
concerns for the team travelling to Port Hawkesbury, the ‘A’ final was
moved from 2pm to the 12pm time slot. In that ‘A’ final, Donald MacCuspic
came out on top and took the overall spiel championship and the $800 first
prize. Skip MacCuspic was joined by Mike McNamara, Neil MacNeil and
Schooner’s own Russell Fitzgerald. The Fred Gillis rink won $600 as ‘A’
runners up. Fred was joined by Gordie Cormier, Benito Delarenzo and Dan
MacDougall. In the ‘B’ championship, Kevin Gouthro was able to make it
through a full game with the same broom, turn the tables on the Delarenzo
rink from their first meeting in the spiel and take the ‘B’ title. Skip Gouthro
had Walter Nichols, Robbie Biron and Douglas Fewer while Brittni
Delarenzo had Shane Langille and Meranda Fitzgerald-Bullen aiding her to
the ‘B’ runner up position. The ‘C’ final went off at its scheduled time of 2pm
and saw Mel Windsor defeat Julia Cormier in an all Schooner tilt. Mel was
joined by Keith MacEachern, Bryant Cormier and Bob Smith while skip Julia
had Samantha Livingstone, Val Maclintyre and Jenn Haigh. It was nice to
see Jenn back at the Schooner again to join us for another event.

So another great cash spiel in the books. It was a fantastic weekend of
curling, food and fun at the Schooner Club. We want to send out a big thank
you to all teams who took part, especially those who joined us from other
clubs and travelled from other areas, to all who helped organize and run the
event, to everyone who brought food for everyone to enjoy, to the ice crew
for providing great conditions and working hard all weekend to keep the ice
in top shape, to the bartenders and all volunteers and to everyone who
helped out in any way. A huge thanks goes out to Rusty’s Trading Post for
being the sponsor of the event, without the support of local business these
types of events would be very hard to run. Lastly, thanks to everyone who
joined us this weekend to take in some of the great curling action and help
make the weekend even better. We hope to see everyone back again next
year for the 2026 Schooner Cash.
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Jackie
Pearson
Memorial
Doubles Spiel

Triples
Curling

The annual Jackie Pearson Memorial Doubles Spiel will be held on March
14" and 15". Please note that this is a change from the originally scheduled
dates of March 7" and 8™. This is an open, team entry event so teams can
have any combination of male and female curlers. The entry fee is $60 per
team and there will be cash prizes to the winners. Typically, this spiel is run
in a draw format with double elimination but that will depend on the number
of entries. The maximum number of teams will be 16 and registration is
filling up fast so don’t delay. There will be a lunch provided on Saturday for
everyone.

Triples Curling is an exciting new discipline that has been developed by
Curling Canada. As its name suggests, curlers compete in teams of 3 when
playing this format. All ends consist of 6 shots thrown per team, with each
player throwing 2 shots. Unless otherwise indicated, Curling Canada’s rules
apply to triples, including those related to the free guard zone.

Triples games consist of 3 ‘Sets’ of 2 ends each. Each set can be seen as a
2-end ‘Mini-Game’, with each team playing with the hammer for one of
these two ends and without the hammer for the other. The team with the
highest score after these 2 ends wins that set. However, if the score is tied
at the completion of the set, it becomes a ‘Split Set’. Each ‘Set’ is assigned
a point value in the rules that is discussed further down. For example, if
team ‘A’ scores 2 points in end one and team ‘B’ scores 3 points in end two,
team ‘B’ wins that set and takes the point value assigned to it. However, if
the score is tied after the two ends, team ‘A’ and team ‘B’ will split the point
value for set one. Each set will begin with each team starting again at
scores of zero. The only points that will carry on and be used in determining
a winner will be the points accumulated for each ‘Set’.

The ‘Hammer’ works a little differently in triples curling. In the first end of Set
1, hammer is determined by a coin toss, with the winner automatically
getting hammer. Hammer in the first end of Set 2 reverses from the first end
of Set 1. Hammer in the first end of Set 3 goes to the team that is trailing on
the scoreboard. However, if the score is tied heading in to Set 3, then the
hammer in the first end of set three simply reverses from set 2. Since
hammer is not determined by who does or does not score, blanking an end
is not a viable option for teams.

One of the unique features of the triples discipline is that curlers play each
of the 3 positions (i.e., Lead, Middle, and Skip) for one set of the game.
Teams can determine which player starts in each position during set 1.
However, from that point onward the rotation of players must be as set out
in the rules. After each set, the players all move forward one position. The
skip plays lead, the lead moves to the middle position and the person who
played middle in the previous set is now the skip. Each player will move
again for the third set which will now mean all players have played each
position for one two end set. If anyone has ever participated in Friday
afternoon Matinee Curling at the Schooner, you will know how this works.
With regard to sweeping, only one sweeper is allowed until the rock reaches
the far hog line. After that, a second sweeper, most likely the skip, can join
in. The thrower of the rock cannot jump up and sweep the rock the whole
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John
Bonaparte
Memorial
Closing Spiel

way but, if they have followed the rock down, can become the second
sweeper once the rock passes the far hog line.

In order to ensure that a full triples game is played and that each player has
a meaningful opportunity to play all 3 positions, the value assigned to set 3
IS greater than it is for sets 1 and 2. The specific set values are 2 points for
sets one and two and 4 points for set three. The goal of these differing set
values is to ensure that the full 3 sets are played without the

outcome of the game already being determined. Thus, even if team A wins
sets 1 and 2 (and therefore leads the game 4-0) it is still possible for team B
to tie the game by winning set 3 outright (since the score would now be 4-
4). If the game is tied after set 3, a team draw-to-the-button tie-breaker is
used. The teams alternate throwing their draws as if this was the “Third End’
of set 3. The throwing order and positional responsibilities for the tie-breaker
remain the same as they were in set 3. The cumulative point total of all 3 of
its players determines each team’s tie-breaker score. The

scoring system for each shot of the tie-breaker is as follows:

5 Points: Rock stops in contact with button

4 Points: Rock stops in contact with 4-foot

3 Points: Rock stops in contact with 8-foot

2 Points: Rock stops in contact with 12-foot

1 Point: Rock stops in play, but NOT in the rings

0 Points: Rock stops out of Play

If both teams finish the tie-breaker with the same number of points, each
team identifies 1 curler to throw a single measured draw-to-the-button for
the win (with sweeping).

This new format game will allow each curler to experience playing mate and
skip, something many would not experience on a traditional team of four
players. It will allow for shorter games as well since game play should only
take roughly 90 minutes or so not including tie-breakers. The drawback of
the format is that there is no allowance for curlers who cannot sweep for
physical reasons. They, technically, would be excluded from this format.
The Schooner Curling Club executive is excited about this new format and
will be testing it out and giving Schooner members a chance to try it. A
Triples Spiel has been added to the schedule for March 21 and 22. This will
be a team entry event and entry fee is set to be $25 per player or $75 team.
Plan to sign up and give this exciting new format a try.

The final curling event of the 2024-25 season, the John Bonaparte Memorial
Closing Spiel, will take place from April 101 to 12™. This event is open to
everyone even if you have no curling experience. We will provide the
equipment you need and the instruction if required. It is single entry for $25
per player and you can choose to play one game on either Thursday or
Friday night with all curlers playing two games on Saturday. Registration will
be at the club and available soon. There will be food served on Saturday.
Also on Saturday, plan to stick around for our closing spiel dance with DJ
Jimmy from 9-1. Open to everyone. Plan to join us and end the season off
with a bang.



Schooner
Fun Nights

Sydney CC
Spring Mixed

Spaghetti
Dinner
Fundraiser

Block Draw

The final Schooner Fun Night of the season will take place on Saturday,
March 15", following play in the Jackie Pearson Memorial Spiel. Get your
green on and join us for some St. Paddy’s Day fun. There may even be
birthday cake for to celebrate a couple of Schooner birthdays. The February
Fun Night was well attended with about 15-20 people taking part but we
hope to do even better in March. We are encouraging all members to help
us by support the Fun Nights by bringing your friends and family along to
introduce them to the great sport of curling and enjoy a fun night out at a
low cost. We hope we can make the Fun Nights in both February and March
super successful. Fun nights are social nights at the club that are open to
both members and the general public and are designed to introduce more
people to the sport of curling. We get going at 7pm and curling takes place
all evening. There's pizza for everyone and maybe even a few prizes to be
given away. The cost for entry is only $10 for the public and $5 for
Schooner members. There's still no better deal in town for a night of fun.
Participants must be 19 years and older. We supply the equipment, you just
need clean, dry shoes for the ice. Plan to join us and see how much fun
curling at the Schooner Club can be.

The Sydney Curling Club will be hosting its annual Mixed Spiel, this year
sponsored by Coldstream Clear Distillery, from March 28™ to 30™. This is
always a popular event and fills up quickly so, if you want to play, act fast. It
is unknown if there are any spots remaining open. This is a team entry
event and each team must follow a true mixed format where male and
female curlers alternate positions. Entry fee is $200 per team and you are
guaranteed three games. There will be entertainment on Friday and
Saturday and food provided on Saturday. Contact the Sydney Curling Club
for more info or to enter a team.

The Schooner Club will be holding a spaghetti dinner fundraiser on Friday,
March 28. Dinners will be made by Kitchen Party Catering that is run by
Laura Young, Tommy Young’s daughter. Dinners will be $12 each with the
club getting $6 from each one sold. They can be picked up at the French
Club on Ferry Street, upper level, or delivery will be available for orders with
multiple dinners. It's been a rocky financial year for the club and this
fundraiser is very important to our financial well-being. We encourage all
members to sell as many dinners as possible to maximize our benefit.
Please have all orders in by March 23.

Congratulations to Kristen Bell, winner of the recent in-house block draw at
the club. Thank you to everyone who participated. These in-house
fundraisers are very important to the club’s finances and we appreciate all
the support our members give.



Alison Grapes
Original
Painting

Sport Sweep
Ticket Draw

New Building
for Sydney
Curling Club

Talented local artist and Schooner Club member, Alison Grapes, has
donated a painting she has done of the club to be used for a fundraiser. We
are unsure if we will be having a ticket draw on the painting or if we will be
doing a silent auction. We are also looking into getting prints made of the
original painting to be available to anyone who may want to purchase one.
More details will be made available soon. Don’t miss out on your chance to
own this beautiful work of art by a such a wonderful artist. A great keepsake
for any Schooner member or friend of the club.

The Sportsweep tickets need to be returned no later than March 5™. Please
bring tickets and money to Kristen Bell or Lynn Kelly. They can also be left
at the Schooner bar. Any unsold tickets MUST also be returned.

The Sydney Curling Club recently announced funding from the Federal
Government’s Green and Inclusive Community Buildings (GICB) program in
the amount of ten million dollars for a new curling facility in Sydney. This
announcement follows the previous announcement that they had acquired
land in Open Hearth Park. The announcement was made during an event at
the Sydney Curling Club by local MPs Jaime Battiste and Mike Kelloway
who were joined by executive members from the Sydney Club and
members of the public. The plan is that the club will be a six sheet facility
that will take into account both energy efficiency and inclusivity outlined by
the program. In a Facebook Post, the Sydney Curling Club is touting this
announcement as a game changer for the sport of curling in Sydney. They
say the 50% increase in capacity for the club will allow for more community
events, tournaments and league play while offering modern amenities for
curlers of all ages and skill levels.

While they make it sound as if the $10 Million investment will guarantee the
new facility is coming to Sydney, the government website for the GIBC
program paints a different picture and says that the funding they provide
only covers up to 60% of projects costs up to $9,999,999 and up to 50% of
project costs $10,000,000-25,000,000. Given the $10,000,000 contribution,
that makes the total project costs roughly $17,000,000. There was no
information found online on where the additional $7,000,000 is coming from.
While this program says it will cover 100% of projects for indigenous
communities, the location at Open Hearth seems to exclude the new club
from that criteria. The GIBC website also says that it will only cover costs up
to March of 2029. That leaves only about four years for the project to be
designed, fully funded and built. Not a lot of time for a project of this scale.
We wish the Sydney Club well in their quest for a new facility and hope they
have plans in place to overcome the funding and timeline hurdles that seem
to be ahead of them based on the information provided. Perhaps they can
secure provincial funding as well. We really can only rely on what we hear in
the media as the Schooner Curling Club has been excluded from
participating in what is being called the ‘Future of Curling’ in Sydney.

For anyone wanting to learn more about the GIBC program, visit the
Government of Canada website at
https://housing-infrastructure.canada.ca/gicb-bcvi/index-eng.html
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