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 Ray Cameron Memorial Opening Spiel Saturday, November 1 

League play begins November 2 

Schooner Turkey Spiel December 4-6 

Turkey Spiel Dance Saturday, December 6 

Holiday Break December 22nd to January 3rd  

Jackie Pearson Memorial Doubles January 16th – 17th  

Fun Night Saturday, January 24th  

Womens Sweetheart Spiel  February 6th – 7th  

Schooner Cash Spiel February 13th – 15th  

Valentine’s Dance Saturday, February 14th  

Fun Night Saturday, February 21st  

Triples Spiel March 13th – 14th 

Fun Night Saturday, March 14th  

John Bonaparte Memorial Closing April 9th – 11th  

Closing Banquet Saturday, May 2nd  
NOTE: All dates are tentative and subject to change. Check the club website or bulletin board for changes and 

additions. 

 
 

  Remembrance Day Tuesday, November 11 - Lest we forget    

   
 

  

League 
Roundup 

 

League Play is scheduled to get underway on Sunday, November 2, when 
the Team Entry League will take to the ice and throw the first stones in 
regular play for the 2025-26 season. League structure is pretty much 
unchanged from last year, Sunday seeing the Team Entry League take the 
ice, Monday and Tuesday will be Mixed Social Leagues, Wednesday will 
alternate weeks between the Women’s League and Doubles League and 
Thursday will have the Men’s League in action. The Women’s League will 
start out on Wednesday, November 5th and Doubles will begin on November 
12th. Co-Drawmasters Kristen (Bell) Fortune and Kevin Gouthro have 
created teams and schedules that are now posted on the Schooner web 
and they will oversee league play for the season.   
The one change for this year will be the expansion of Matinee Curling from 
one day a week to two days, now being held on Wednesday and Friday.  
With a small uptick in membership numbers this year, some leagues have 
seen an increase in teams for the season. Monday’s Mixed Social League 
had six teams compete last season and this year there is eight. Tuesday 
has stayed the same with   five teams and Women’s will see seven teams 
take the ice, the same as last season. We are hoping to have a full slate of 
24 people take part in doubles, up from 20 last year and Men’s League has 
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seven teams taking part, one more than last season. There will be teams 
with byes each week in Tuesday Mixed, Men’s and Women’s leagues. 
Sunday’s Team Entry League started out the 2024-25 season with eight 
teams but shrunk to seven teams after the Holiday Break. This season, 
Team Entry again starts the year with eight teams but this number should 
hold for the entire year. Team Entry, as it has in other years, has seen a few 
changes to some of the teams competing this season. Skip Kevin Gouthro 
has parted ways with mate Walter Nichols after a few really successful 
seasons together. Gouthro is being joined by Stephen Leslie as mate, 
newcomer Dane Rudderham at second and returning team member Robbie 
Biron who moves from second to lead. Gouthro’s Mate, Stephen Leslie, 
skipped his own team on Sunday last season. His mate, Jenna MacNeil, 
has taken on a skip’s role this year and will have her own team to compete 
on Sunday. Joining MacNeil are Kristen (Bell) Fortune at third with Alison 
Grapes and Jennifer Brain taking on front end duties. Gouthro’s former 
mate, Walter Nichols, has formed a new team with him taking on the 
skipping duties. He is joined by Justin Humphrey, Paul ‘Delio’ Dalesandro 
and Anthony Boudreau who is returning to the club after some time off due 
to an injury. Humphrey skipped his own team last season but will be mate 
this year on Nichol’s team. 
The Brian Laughlin rink makes a return to Sunday play this year with one 
change, Lynn Kelly is taking Kelley Laughlin’s spot as Kelley did not return 
to the club this season. Skip Brian also has Marnie MacDonald and Joe 
Erickson returning. Mel Windsor will have the same lineup joining him again 
this season with Keith MacEachern, Bryant Cormier and Bob Smith all 
returning to the team.  
Veteran Skip Russell Fitzgerald will have a new look team as well this 
season with Julia Cormier and Val MacIntyre departing and Schooner 
newcomers Jeremy Brow and Qingda Liu coming on board. Paul 
MacDonald returns to the Fitzgerald rink to round out the foursome. Cormier 
and MacIntyre will be playing on a new team this season in Team Entry, an 
all-female entry, which will also see Meranda Bullen and Samantha 
Livingstone compete. Rounding out the eight team roster for Team Entry is 
the Carrie Cress rink. Cress will have an all new lineup this year, being 
joined by more Schooner new comers in Lloyd Francis and Sean 
MacPherson. They are still seeking a fourth player to round out the squad. It 
should be a great season in Team Entry and all other leagues at the club. 
As mentioned earlier, Matinee Curling will expand this year from one day a 
week to two, running on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons from 1pm to 
3pm. Matinee Curling will get underway for the season on Wednesday, 
November 5th. It’s open to all Schooner members and is a drop in style 
league, no registration required, you simply show up whenever you can 
make it. Teams and style of game are determined by the number of people 
in attendance on a given day.  
All Schooner Curlers are reminded to fill in the league scoresheets after 
every game to record wins, losses and ties. The onus is on the winning 
team to record the result. The scoresheets are at the bar so you can fill 
them in when you are buying a drink for the losing team.  
So here we go for the 2025-26 season. Have a good year everyone and 
Good Curling!! 
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President’s 
Message 

 
 

Hello everyone and welcome back to the Schooner Club for the 2025-26 
season. I’m sure it’s going to be another fantastic year. I am so happy and 
proud to be returning for my third year as club president, a job I take great 
pride in and very much enjoy doing. A big part of the enjoyment it brings 
comes from working with so many great people that make up the executive 
and committees at the club and I want to thank each and every one of them. 
I also want to send a big thank you out to all the volunteers at the club who 
work tirelessly to keep the Schooner operating and make it such a great 
place to be. And things have already been very busy for many of our 
dedicated volunteers this season. Brian, Russell and the ice crew have 
been working hard to get our curling ice ready for the season and it looks 
great again this year. As always, there are issues to overcome but they 
work through them and give us great ice. The crew and some other 
volunteers were also busy over the summer upgrading the side boards in 
the ice shed, replacing the aging carpet with new, pressure-treated decking 
on the top and white puck board along the sides. There was lots of work to 
remove the carpet and repair the structure before the new material could be 
installed. This project was made possible by an anonymous donation to 
purchase material and, again, the hard work of many volunteers. The ice 
also will have new removable hacks this season thanks to a donation by 
Rusty’s Trading Post, a very generous sponsor of the club.  
I would like to thank the housekeeping committee for their hard work to get 
the club looking great for the start of the season. Kristen and Kevin have 
worked hard to get the league teams and schedules together and Bob and 
the bar committee have been stocking up and getting things ready in the bar 
for the new season. Thank you to the spiel committee for organizing the 
Ray Cameron Memorial Opening Spiel and thank you to everyone who has 
given and will continue to give time to the club to make it run smoothly and 
be a great place to curl and socialize.  
I would like to extend a warm welcome to all of our members, both returning 
and new. We have a number of new faces joining us this year as well as a 
couple who have returned to the Schooner after a few years away. I hope 
everyone has a great season filled with great curling and fun. 
So here we go. The Ray Cameron Memorial Opening Spiel gets us started 
on November 1st and then league play gets underway on November 2nd. We 
have lots in store for this season, take advantage and have a great year. 
Good Curling Everyone!!  
 
 

Ray Cameron 
Memorial 

Opening Spiel 

The Ray Cameron Memorial Opening Spiel ran on Saturday, November 1st 
at the club, this year being a one-day affair with all teams playing three, 
four-end games. A total of eight teams took part with play getting underway 
at 10am Saturday morning and continuing all day, the last draw scheduled 
for 5:30pm. Curlers were fueled through the day by pizza provided by the 
club.  
Once the rocks were all thrown and the points tallied, the Mel Windsor rink 
was on top, edging out the Bryant Cormier and Joe MacLellan rinks by one 
and a half points. Windsor took top spot with only one win, having a big 
victory in his opening game, taking all fifteen available points, but after that 
mustered only a tie in game two and a suffered a loss in game three. The 
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fast start was enough to accumulate the points needed to win. Joining skip 
Mel in the victory was Kathy Gale, Jennifer Brain and Sean MacPherson. 
Team Cormier edged out Team MacLellan for second place on plus minus. 
Both teams finished with 27 points but Cormier had a plus five rating while 
MacLellan was only plus one. Cormier was undefeated through the event 
but was only able to garner nine points in each of those wins. Team 
MacLellan started out strong with a fifteen-point win in their first game but 
dropped their next two, getting six points in each of those affairs. Skip 
Bryant Cormier was joined by Meranda Bullen, Jeremy Brow and Georgette 
‘G$’ Sparkes. Team MacLellan was made up of relatives of the spiel’s 
namesake, Ray Cameron, including Ray’s son, Steve, who made the trip 
from New Brunswick to take part. The team was skipped by Joe MacLellan 
who was aided by Jenna MacLellan at mate, Steve Cameron at second and 
Sean MacLellan at the lead position. Rounding out the top four in the spiel 
was team O’Hagan. They suffered a big loss in game one, not getting any 
points, but roared back with two wins to finish the day and totaled twelve 
points overall. The team was made up of Alison Grapes, Kat O’Hagan, Mark 
Monohan and Trevor O’Hagan.  
Many curlers also embraced the Halloween spirit and wore costumes to the 
event. Some of the characters included witches, pirates, ELF and more and 
there was even a visit from the Pope himself. Also, at one point in the 
afternoon, a large number of relatives of Ray Cameron came to take in 
some of the action and cheer on team MacLellan. That was very nice to 
see. We certainly hope they will be back next year to take part as well.  
So we are underway with the 2025-26 season. What a great start to what 
we are sure will be a great year. There was lots of good curling, good food 
and good fun, just as there always is at the Schooner Club. We want to 
send a big thank you out to everyone who took part in the event, especially 
those from outside of the Schooner ranks. Thanks also goes out to the Spiel 
Committee for organizing and running the event and to everyone else who 
helped out in any way. We always appreciate the efforts of all of our 
volunteers. Congratulations, again, to our winners and we hope to see 
everyone back again next season for the 2026 edition of the Ray Cameron 
Memorial.  
 
 

Schooner 
Turkey Spiel  

Plan to join us for a weekend of fun and Holiday joy at the Schooner Club's 
long standing Christmas tradition, the Turkey Spiel. The spiel is slated to go 
from December 4-6 and is open to everyone, Schooner members and non-
members alike. You don't even need to have any curling experience. We 
provide the equipment you need and instruction if required. It's all about the 
fun. And speaking of fun, plan to stick around after curling on Saturday 
night, December 14, to party the night away at our Christmas dance with 
music by DJ Jimmy. Everyone is welcome and there's no cover.  
So plan to join us. Registration has already started and you can sign up at 
the club, send us email or leave a note on Facebook. Curlers can choose to 
curl one game on either Thursday or Friday evening and then finish with two 
games on Saturday. Lunch will be provided on Saturday for everyone. So 
plan to join us and see how much fun curling at the Schooner club can be. 
And you may even win your Holiday turkey.  
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Schooner  
Fun Nights 

 

Schooner Fun Nights are making a return to the club again this season with 
the first of three scheduled for Saturday, January 24th. There will also be fun 
nights held on February 21st to celebrate Curling Day in Canada and on 
March 14th, our St. Paddy’s Day Fun Night.  
Fun Nights are a great way to introduce people to the sport of curling. 
Everyone (19 yrs. +) is invited to join us for a great night of curling fun and 
delicious pizza, all for the low price of only $10 per person ($5 for Schooner 
members). We supply the equipment you need, just bring clean sneakers 
for the ice. We'll give you some basic instructions, let you practice a bit and 
then play a short game. Curling is a sport that can be enjoyed by almost 
everyone regardless of age and physical ability. The fun gets started at 7pm 
and we go all evening. Members are encouraged to take part and bring 
some friends and family to introduce them to the sport and the club itself. 
Many members at the club have gotten their start at one of the fun nights so 
plan to join us. 
 
   

Ice making The work started early for the ice crew this season with the project to 
upgrade the side boards in the ice shed starting in late August. There were 
a number of volunteers that pitched in labor and tools to remove the old 
carpet from the sides, repair the underlying infrastructure when required and 
then install the new pressure treated decking on top along with white puck 
board along the front face. Materials where purchased with money that was 
donated by an anonymous source. While the two ends weren’t upgraded, 
there is a plan in place to do them next.  
There was also a leak in one of our cooling pipes that had to be repaired. 
To do that, all sound surrounding the pipe and in close proximity needs to 
be removed, a new section of pipe spliced in and then new sand put in to 
replace what was taken out. This is not an uncommon thing for us to have 
to fix at the start of the season.  
The ice plant was turned on a bit early this year and ice making got 
underway about a week ahead of schedule. Warm weather in October 
slowed progress but things went well for the most part. Paint, circles, lines 
and logos were installed on October 16th and 17th and final sprays and 
floods were started. It was just before the ice was finished that there was a 
problem discovered with our Jet Ice water filtering tanks. It was found that 
the tanks weren’t producing the quality of water that was needed and they 
would have to be replaced before we could finish the ice. These tanks 
normally last us two years and this was only the start of year two. It was 
likely poor quality water coming in that caused them to burn out early. To 
help with that problem, a more robust water filtering system was installed 
between the incoming water line and the tanks to help prevent this issue 
from happening in the future.  
After new tanks were received and installed, ice making was completed 
and, because of the early start, in plenty of time for scheduled open ice and 
learn to curl events at the end of October.  
The ice is also sporting new hacks this season. These new hacks are 
removable to the area behind them can be shaved when regular ice 
maintenance is going on. The hacks have steel pins that sit into a plate that 
is frozen in under the ice. Our previous hacks were bolted in and removal 
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and reinstallation was quite difficult. Another project completed this off 
season with relation to the ice is the installation of a new charger for the 
battery operated ice kink we use to maintain the ice.  
A huge thank you goes out to Brian and the ice crew and to all of the other 
volunteers who worked so hard this season to upgrade the ice shed and get 
the ice in. Thanks also to everyone who donated food and treats to the 
workers to keep them fueled up and working hard.  
 
  

649 
Fundraiser 

The Schooner Club will be running a 649 fundraiser in November. Entry 
forms are available now. Participants pick 6 different numbers between 1 
and 49 for each entry and those numbers get checked off as they are drawn 
in the Atlantic Lottery Corporation’s 649 draw each Wednesday and 
Saturday. Bonus numbers are NOT included. Draws will begin on 
Wednesday, December 3rd and run until we have a winner. The first one to 
check off all the numbers from any one entry that they have will win the 
jackpot of fifty percent of total sales. If there is more than one entry that 
checks off all numbers on the same draw, all winners will spit the jackpot 
amount. Entries are $5 each (one set of six numbers) or 3 for $10.  
All members are encouraged to participate and sell as many entries as they 
can. Fundraisers like this one are very important to the club’s financial 
health and help us keep other costs down for members.  
 

  

Fall General 
Meeting 

 
 

The Schooner Club’s fall general meeting was held on Wednesday, October 
15th, at the club. It was well attended with over 20 people taking part to hear 
what had been going on with the club over the summer and what was in 
store for the coming season.   
The meeting was called to order by President Julia Cormier in front of the 
attendees made up of   current and potential Schooner members who 
proceeded to accept the minutes of the previous general meeting as the first 
order of business.  
The first report of the evening was from the President, Julia Cormier. She 
started by saying how much of a great year we had last season and was 
looking forward to this year with great anticipation. She also thanked all of 
the volunteers who had helped last year and over the summer, especially 
those who had participated in the ice shed’s sideboard upgrade.  
The next report was from the treasurer, Lynn Kelly. Lynn had prepared and 
distributed a handout that outlined the clubs financial state. It outlined bank 
balances and money that was coming in. She said the revenue from the ice 
shed signs was slow to come this year due to invoices being delayed by the 
postal strike but that the money was expected soon. Lynn said the overall 
financial position of the club was good.  
Brian Laughlin was next to report on behalf of the ice committee. He said 
ice making had started a bit early this season and we were ahead of 
schedule. He said painting was planned to start on October 16th, the day 
following the meeting, and called for anyone with some free time to come 
and lend a hand. He mentioned the work that had gone into the upgrades in 
the ice shed over the off season and the number of people who had pitched 
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in to help. He said he thought it turned out well and looked great and 
everyone in attendance agreed. 
The bar report was next. Bob Smith is back for another year heading the bar 
committee as Bar Steward. Gordie Cormier will be in charge of scheduling. 
It was also discussed that anyone willing to volunteer to work the bar this 
season would have to take an online course and pass a test in the Serve 
Right Responsible Beverage Service Program. The cost of the course was 
$35 but the club was looking into a group rate and hoped to schedule a 
session for everyone to do it together at some point. They also spoke about 
bar tabs and said there would be an effort to collect tabs in a timelier 
manner and keep balances low. Bob also mentioned that they were open to 
suggestions as to what customers wanted to see stocked and sold at the 
bar. 
The Draw Master’s report was next on the agenda and it was presented by 
Kristen (Bell) Fortune. She and Kevin Gouthro are sharing the draw 
master’s duties for the season. She said that there have been lots of online 
applications coming in already and that paper copies of the application form 
were now available as well. She encouraged those who were using the 
paper application to get them in as soon as possible. She said that league 
teams and schedules would be completed closer to the opening of the 
season once most applications were received. 
Georgette Sparkes spoke next on behalf of the Housekeeping committee. 
She said they were in need of two people, one on Wednesday and one 
Friday. Marnie MacDonald volunteered on Friday and Bernadette Cormier 
said she could do most weekends. Georgette said that she would look for 
more volunteers to fill spots. She also said there would be need of 
volunteers to do the initial club cleaning after ice making had been 
completed. 
Next was Ways and Means (Fundraising) and that meant Lynn Kelly took 
the floor again. Julia Cormier also contributed some info about upcoming 
and ongoing fundraisers. The Schooner hockey pool was discussed and we 
learned that there would be a 649 fundraiser around the second week of 
November. We would not be doing the apple pie sale this season but would 
likely run it again the following year. We would also be doing our annual 
spaghetti dinner but not until sometime in the new year. We were not sure if 
the NSCA Oak Island tickets would be offered again this year but, if they 
are, we would likely participate. Lynn talked a little about signage in the ice 
shed and again said invoices were sent but delayed by the postal strike. 
She confirmed the rate for advertising is $150 including HST. Stephen 
Leslie asked Lynn to prepare a list of active advertisers that were still paying 
for signs and suggested those not paying should be removed. Butch 
MacLean suggested we could try something that they used to do in Sydney 
and that was install a loonie in the ice at one end and during league play or 
special events we could sell entries for a chance to throw one stone to 
cover the loonie. One person would be picked each night from those 
entered to throw the stone to win half of the proceeds. If the prize was not 
won, it would carry over and grow until someone did win. Then we could 
start the jackpot over again. There was a concern it was too similar to the 
Snowball for league play but maybe would be more suited to things like fun 
nights and spiels. Finally, everyone was reminded of the Snowball during 
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league play and a donation button of $2 that was available if your opponent 
didn’t want a drink after a game. You can donate the $2 on their behalf.  
The Bonspiel committee was next and Julia Cormier gave the report. She 
said the bonspiels for the year were scheduled and that schedule was 
already made available and posted at the club. She said that the Opening 
Spiel would be a one-day event this year and it would be monitored how it 
went and the popularity of the shortened time framed. She also said there 
would be a stick spiel considered if we could find a time to schedule it in.  
Fun Nights was next to take the floor but coordinator, Jenna MacNeil, 
wasn’t available at the time of the meeting so Julia Cormier gave a brief 
report, saying fun nights were scheduled for January, February and March 
and that the cost this season was $10 per person which included pizza. She 
encouraged members to attend and bring friends.   
Bill Farr would give the last of the reports, first for Newsletter and then as 
interim website coordinator. With regard to the newsletter he reported that 
the October 2025 edition was available and had been distributed at the club. 
It would be another couple of days for it to be available electronically. 
Newsletters would be published monthly until April as usual. On the 
website, he said he would help to look after it until a permanent coordinator 
could be found. He also said that, if no one wanted to take on the job, it 
would be possible to make the site more static and rely more on Facebook 
and other social media to report ongoing events.  
After all reports were presented, Julia took the floor again to speak about 
recent donations to the club. She started with a sizable donation from 
Rusty’s Trading Post for $3000 for new removable hacks for the ice and 
other related equipment. She said there was a new ice machine purchased 
for the bar from funds that were part of another sizable but anonymous 
donation that also covered the material for the side board upgrade in the ice 
shed. She mentioned there was a new toilet in the women’s washroom that 
was paid for by Meranda Bullen and installed by Dane Rudderham. She 
said there were also various smaller donations that were also appreciated 
by the club.  
Under new business, Richard Lorway brought up the topic of a social 
membership. He said he was unable to curl this season due to a bad knee 
but still wanted to contribute to the club. A social membership is a low cost 
membership to the club that does not allow curling privileges but does allow 
for others such as entry to the club without a member having to sign you in 
and to be able to participate in the snowball draw when present. The club 
did have such a membership designation in the past and it was decided to 
resurrect it for a cost of $70 per year including the HST.  
Julia then reported that New Dawn was interested in a night at the club for 
its staff. It was decided that we should give them that night cost free as they 
help us out in many ways and it would be a good way to pay them back and 
continue the good will we have with our landlord. 
Finally, under new business, Butch MacLean asked about a number of in-
ice logos he had brought up to the club that were originally used in the ice at 
the Women’s World Curling Championship that was held in Sydney a few 
years earlier. Ice director Brian Laughlin told the meeting that some of the 
logos were used but that, due to the fact we only have two sheets of ice, 
that some of the logos were too big and didn’t look right in our small club. 
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Stephen Leslie also said that there may be legal issues if the logo was for a 
business or commercial entity.  
One last small bit of business was brought up by president Julia and that 
was if anyone wanted to approach a business or organization for support for 
the club they could request a pre-made donation letter that the club has 
available. Bill Farr also mentioned a new rental brochure that was created 
this season to promote rental of the club for personal or business events.  
So after all the reports were given, business was done and decisions were 
made, the meeting was adjourned. Another successful and informative 
meeting at the Schooner Club. After the meeting, many attendees stayed 
around to socialize and catch up with Schooner friends after the off season.  
  
 

Strait and 
Area Cash 

Spiel 

The Strait and Area Community Curling Club will be holding its annual Cash 
Spiel from November 14-16 at the club in Port Hawkesbury. A few Schooner 
teams will be making the trip again this season with the Kevin Gouthro rink, 
Julia Cormier rink and Gordie Cormier rink all going to compete. Gouthro 
and Cormier compete in the Sunday Team Entry league at our club while 
Cormier’s foursome competes in the Schooner’s Men’s League. Best of luck 
to all the Schooner teams hitting the road and we hope the SACCC has a 
great spiel and a successful weekend at their club.  
 
  

Sydney CC 
Bling in the 

Rings Ladies 
Spiel 

All female curlers are welcome to join the Sydney Curling Club on George 
Street for Bling in the Rings presented by Island Folk Cider House. The 
event will be held December 5-6. Entry fees are $200 per team and that 
gets you a 3 game minimum, dinner and snacks are also 
included. Registration is open now. Sign up online  or contact the Sydney 
Curling Club. Unfortunately, the dates of this spiel conflict with our own 

Turkey Spiel.  
 

 

Sydney Rink 
to Compete at 

National 
Championship 

The Sebastien Lefort rink from the Sydney Curling Club will be representing 
Nova Scotia at the Canadian Club Championships from November 18th to 
23rd at the Granite Curling Club in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Joining Skip LeFort 
will be Todd Mercer, Nolan Drover and Dylan George. Lefort’s first match 
will be against Nunavut at 5pm Atlantic time on Tuesday, November 18th. 
Games from the event will be available to stream online for anyone wanting 
to take in some of the action. Visit the Curling Canada website for more 
information.  
 
 

Sydney 
Curling Club 

Building 
Update 

After having announced recently in an article published by the Cape Breton 
Post that the new building project was approximately 80% funded and that 
they were ready to take the next steps, there has suddenly been an 
interesting turn of events. Apparently, there was a meeting between the 
Sydney Curling Club’s leadership and the CBRM to discuss the possibility of 
the municipality building the new curling club and taking ownership of it. 
Details are few and vague but it is rumored there would be some sort of 
lease deal to the Sydney Curling Club to run in the facility. The new building 

https://sydney.curling.io/en/events/24196-bling-in-the-rings-presented-by-island-folk-cider-house
https://www.curling.ca/2025clubchampionships/
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would not be located at Open Hearth Park on the land obtained by the 
Sydney CC but would instead be somewhere around Centre 200 and the 
two would be attached somehow, possibly by a pedway. The new 
arrangement would seem to be a win/win for both the Sydney Curling Club 
and the municipality. The Curling Club would benefit with getting a new 
building without having to face the daunting task of securing the remaining 
funding, going through the construction process and shouldering the 
possibly large cost of running the facility and the municipality would get 
much needed infrastructure attached to C200 to be able to attract more 
major events as they could, and likely would, expand the convention space 
in this new building. The last two major curling events here in town were 
great but I think everyone will agree that the socializing space, first the Joan 
Harris Pavilion for the Scotties where patrons had to be bussed and then 
the tent in back of C200 for the Women’s Worlds, were far from ideal.  
It will be interesting to see, now that the project has possibly moved from 
the private sector into the public, if other stakeholders will come forward and 
want to be part of the whole process. The discussions are just preliminary 
now and further details will be made public as they become available.  
 
 

Pallet Village 
Update 

Things at the Pine Tree Pallet Village have been relatively quiet as far as 
the club is concerned for the last little while. Some, if not all, of the original 
residents have been moved to a new facility in the North End of Sydney, 
Eleanor’s Court. New residents have been moved into the pallet shelter. 
There has finally been a guardhouse constructed at the end of the property 
that the Schooner Club sits on and it is manned 24/7. Security has 
approached people working at the club to make sure everything was Ok and 
find out a schedule of work and a vehicle was stopped after some material 
was loaded in by our volunteers to check to make sure everything was 
legitimate. It’s good to see that the security personnel are taking their job 
seriously and not just sitting around.  
However, the area has not been without incident over the summer and early 
fall. In a Cape Breton Post article in late August, it was reported that the 
local park residents have been angered and irritated by having to suffer 
through petty and minor acts of crime. More than one park resident told the 
post that “The community has changed and sometimes doesn’t feel safe”. 
Some have had people come onto their property and even into their homes 
uninvited. One park resident shared a video with the Post reporter of 
someone keying their car and then urinating on it. The most serious 
incident, also reported in the same CB Post article, was a stabbing of one 
pallet resident by another. The victim suffered only minor injuries and the 
police arrested the attacker. A few Schooner members were at the club on 
that evening doing some work and witnessed the aftermath with a number 
of police and medical personnel onsite and some of the village staff 
interacting with them. 
Once during the summer, two people were discovered in the doorway of the 
club by a Schooner member who was going into the club to check on things. 
It is unclear if these people were pallet residents but it did appear that they 
were doing and/or under the influence of drugs or alcohol. A number of 
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used needles were also discovered around the club and the pallet hotline 
had to be contacted to do a sweep to clean them up.  
While we haven’t had major issues at the club, it is important for all 
members to be cautious when they are entering of leaving the building. It is 
always best to leave in groups when possible. All incidents, no matter how 
minor, should be reported to the pallet village hotline by phoning the number 
posted at the club.  
 
 

Curling 
Etiquette 

Curling is a very social game. Curlers all try to get along and treat each 
other with respect and sportsmanship. Even in these much different times 
there are certain rules of etiquette and common courtesies that we should 
all follow that will make the game move along quickly and smoothly and 
ensure good feelings between curlers, win or lose. These are just a few 
general rules that new curlers may not know and experienced curlers may 
have forgotten.  
 

 Be early. Always try to be a ten to fifteen minutes early for a game 
and be ready to play at the scheduled time. If you cannot make a 
game, notify your skip in plenty of time for them to get a replacement. 

 While we can no longer start the game with a handshake, an elbow 
bump or simple nod and a wish of good luck or good curling is still 
encouraged. 

 Be ready to play. Always be ready to play when it is your turn to 
throw your stone or sweep a teammates stone. Avoid leaving the 
playing area unless absolutely necessary. Don’t hold up the game. 

 Keep the ice clean. Make sure you wear clothing and footwear that 
will not leave debris on the ice. Also, if you notice debris, always 
remove it for you and your fellow curlers. 

 Never disturb a player when they are in the hack. Be quiet and avoid 
excessive movement when a fellow curler is delivering a rock. Never 
cross the ice just before a delivery and always try to be in position 
along the side as quickly as possible.  Never intentionally try to 
distract a curler.  

 Don’t crowd into the house. Only the skip and the mate are permitted 
to be in the area of the house to discuss strategy or count up points 
at the completion of an end. Leads and seconds should always 
stay between the hog lines in the middle section of the sheet during 
play unless it is your turn to throw or sweep a stone.  

 Don’t be in the way. Stay as far to the sides of the ice as you can 
when walking back after sweeping a stone so you don’t block the 
view of a player that is trying to see their skip and position of the 
skips broom to deliver their stone.  Keep yourself and your 
equipment as far to the side of the ice as possible leaving the playing 
surface clear for the opposing team and never get in the way of 
opposing sweepers. 

 If a game is taking place on an adjoining sheet, afford them the same 
courtesy you show any fellow curler. Don’t allow stones from your 
sheet to enter their area of play.   
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 Always play by the rules. You are responsible to report when you 
have burned a rock, moved a stone in play or have broken any other 
rule of the game.  

 Skips and mates who are in the area of the house while the opposing 
team is delivering a stone should avoid excessive movement and 
noise so as not to distract the opposing team.  

 Mates are the only ones who decide scoring and perform 
measurements. All other players should stay away from the house 
until opposing mates have decided the scoring for an end and have 
completed any required measurements. NEVER move a rock until 
scoring has been decided or until you are told to do so by your mate. 

 Skips are the leaders of their team and are responsible for making 
sure they and their players follow both the rules of play and the rules 
of good etiquette. Correction by the skip is warranted if a player 
breaks either.  

 Always end a game with congratulations to the winners. Winners 
always offer to buy the first round of drinks. Losers reciprocate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


