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 Learn to Curl October 28th and 29th  

Ray Cameron Memorial Opening Spiel Saturday, November 1 

League play begins November 2 

Schooner Turkey Spiel December 4-6 

Turkey Spiel Dance Saturday, December 6 

Holiday Break December 22nd to January 3rd  

Jackie Pearson Memorial Doubles January 16th – 17th  

Fun Night Saturday, January 24th  

Womens Sweetheart Spiel  February 6th – 7th  

Schooner Cash Spiel February 13th – 15th  

Valentine’s Dance Saturday, February 14th  

Fun Night Saturday, February 21st  

Triples Spiel March 13th – 14th 

Fun Night Saturday, March 14th  

John Bonaparte Memorial Closing April 9th – 11th  

Closing Banquet Saturday, May 2nd  
NOTE: All dates are tentative and subject to change. Check the club website or bulletin board for changes and 

additions. 

 
 

   
 

  

Welcome 
Back 

We want to welcome all returning and new members to the club for the 
2025-26 season. We know it’s going to be a great year filled with lots of 
curling and fun events.  
We are starting the year off with some sad news however. Schooner 
member Donna MacNeil sadly passed away after a short battle with cancer 
in September. Donna was great member at the club, playing in multiple 
leagues as well as being a regular at Matinee Curling, volunteering her time 
to help out in many ways and taking part in lots of social events. We want to 
pass along condolences on behalf of the Schooner Club and all it’s 
members to her husband Lorne and all of Donna’s family and friends. We 
hope to see Lorne back curling at the club whenever he feels ready. 
The Schooner ice is ahead of schedule this year and we already have lots 
of great events lined up. We hope to see a lot of new faces this year that 
are taking advantage of our new member promo and we hope they have as 
much fun as our returning members know you can have. League play gets 
going November second, right after the Ray Cameron Memorial opening 
Spiel. Matinee Curling starts November 5 and has been expanded to two 
days a week. There are lots of spiels lined up for the year and we hope 
there are lots of curlers who will take part. So here we go. Welcome to the 
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2025-26 season. Let’s make it the best season ever at the Schooner Club. 
Good Curling Everyone! 
 
 

League 
Roundup 

 

With Leagues finishing up play after the release of the final newsletter from 
last season, the final results in most leagues weren’t posted. Here is a 
summary of how things ended up. 
In the Sunday Team Entry League the Kevin Gouthro rink was the winner of 
the playoff title. Gouthro also won the regular schedule crown in that league. 
The playoffs in Team Entry were done in a weekend spiel that took place 
from April 4-6. After the regular schedule completed, teams played some 
games to determine seeding for that spiel. The event was held in a bracket 
format with winners playing on for the title and losers dropping to a 
consolation bracket. Team Gouthro had a bye in the first round of the event 
because there was an uneven number of teams, seven to be exact, taking 
part. Play got underway on Friday, April 4th with Mel Windsor’s team taking 
on Justin Humphrey’s rink and Steven Leslie’s foursome faced the Russell 
Fitzgerald rink in the first draw of the evening while Brian Laughlin was 
scheduled to face Carrie Cress in draw two. Leslie defeated Fitzgerald and, 
in what can be described as a bit of an upset, Humphrey defeated Windsor. 
The Laughlin rink ended up not having to play their game and moved on 
anyway when Carrie Cress couldn’t ice a team on Friday. 
Saturday would see the Gouthro rink defeat team Leslie and Laughlin 
winning over Humphrey to set up the final game on Sunday. On team 
Laughlin, Bill Farr and Leo Fraser were filling in for team regulars Kelley 
Laughlin and skip Brian Laughlin who were both too sick to play.  
Sunday’s final was a close affair that saw Team Gouthro get out to a quick 
3-0 lead after three ends by stealing two points in end one and one point in 
end three after a blank in the second end. Team Laughlin clawed back into 
the game in end four by converting the hammer and getting two, making the 
score at the half way point 3-2 for Gouthro. The teams traded singles before 
team Laughlin stole a point in the seventh end to tie the score heading 
home with Gouthro holding the all-important hammer. Team Laughlin 
played a good end, lying one mostly buried as we got to skip rocks but skip 
Gouthro made a great come around tap to push that stone back and leave 
himself lying shot after Bill Farr had a guard attempt to prevent that 
possibility over curl. On his final shot, Farr drew to the corner of the button 
for team Laughlin to regain shot stone although the rock was mostly open 
and accessible to Gouthro. On his final shot, Gouthro made no mistake, 
removing the Laughlin stone and scoring a single to win 5-4. A great game 
and a great finish to the Team Entry season. Congratulations to Skip Kevin 
and his team, Walter Nichols, Robbie Biron and Doug Fewer. Team 
Laughlin was Skip Brian (Bill Farr sub), Joe Erickson, Kelley Laughlin (Leo 
Fraser sub), and Marnie MacDonald.  
The East Side Mario’s Monday Mixed League came down to the final 
games to determine a winner between the Peter MacIntyre rink and the 
Bryant Cormier rink. MacIntyre ended up taking the league title with a win in 
his final game. Congratulations to Team Macintyre that Included skip Peter 
MacIntyre, mate Val MacIntyre, Second Eric MacLeod and lead Colleen 
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MacLeod. Skip Bryant Cormier was joined in second spot by Bob Smith, 
Alison Grapes and Georgette Sparkes. 
In the Tuesday East Side Mario’s Mixed the final week was cancelled due to 
bad weather. That really didn’t matter as the Julia Cormier rink had already 
locked up first overall in that league. Joining skip Julia Cormier was Robbie 
Biron, Doug Fewer and Ashley Fewer. Second spot was taken by Team 
Livingstone where skip Samantha was joined by Greg MacNeil, Bev Young 
and Paula MacNeil. 
The Emerald Isle Women’s League proved to be very popular this season 
among Schooner’s female curlers and will very likely make a return next 
season. The Carrie Cress rink was the winner of the inaugural season. 
Joining skip Carrie was Bernadette Cormier, Lori Rich and Trida Murphy. 
Team MacIntyre with Val MacIntyre, Alison Grapes, Kristen Bell and Kat 
O’Hagan and Team Cormier with Julia Cormier, Kelley Laughlin, Ashley 
Fewer and Natalie Maglario shared second place. Congratulations to our 
winners and to all the ladies who took part in the Women’s league. Thank 
you also to first year sponsor Emerald Isle.  
Sharing Wednesday evenings with the Women’s League this season was 
Schooner Doubles. This league also came down to its final games to decide 
a winner with Leo Fraser, Bill Farr and Gordie Cormier all having a chance 
to take first overall. Leo just needed a win but, if he did lose, Cormier or Farr 
would could jump ahead with a win and, as it turns out, they faced each 
other on the final night. Fraser took no time putting all speculation to rest by 
winning his game and solidifying the top spot with seventeen points, having 
only one loss and a tie to blemish his record. Bill Farr was runner up with 
sixteen points, having suffered two losses on the season. Another great 
year of doubles curling and most seemed to enjoy the bi-weekly schedule 
with doubles and women’s trading off Wednesdays all season. 
The Firestop Men’s League finished up with a playoff round robin. After that, 
the top four teams of that would play semi-final games with the winners 
facing off for the playoff title. In the round robin portion, the Fred Gillis rink 
finished first and would take on fourth seed Keith MacEachern in one semi-
final while the Bill Farr rink would play Mel Windsor in the other after they 
finished second and third respectively. Farr defeated Windsor and, in what 
was a bit of a surprise, MacEachern defeated Gillis in a game requiring an 
extra end. That showed the parity of the Men’s League this season where 
any team could beat any other on a given night. The final game was a close 
affair until the end when Farr entered the eighth end up three on 
MacEachern. MacEachern conceded just as we got to mate stones in the 
eighth as it looked like he wasn’t in a position to score the three points he 
needed to tie. Bill Farr was joined in the win by Kirk McNeil, Terrance 
Nicholson and Richard Lorway (Russell Fitzgerald sub). Skip MacEachern 
had Bryant Cormier, Tyler Coolen and Trevor O’Hagan.  
It was a great year of league play in the 2024-25 season. Congratulations to 
all of the winners and a big thank you to everyone who took part. Thank you 
also to Richard Lorway who was the Draw Master for last season. Now we 
are looking forward to another great year in the 2025-26 season of league 
play. 
The Schooner Leagues will be pretty much as they were last season with 
two Mixed Leagues, one on Monday and one Tuesday, the Women’s 
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League and Doubles sharing Wednesdays, Men’s will stay on Thursday and 
Team Entry will play on Sunday. Matinee Curling will return for this season, 
now being expanded to two days per week, its usual Friday afternoons but 
also on Wednesdays as well. It runs from 1-3 pm both days and is open to 
all Schooner members.  
 
 

John 
Bonaparte 
Memorial 

Closing Spiel 

The final curling event of the 2024-25 season, the John Bonaparte Memorial 
Closing Spiel, was held from April 10th to 12th, 2025. This event was open to 
both members and guests and no curling experience was required. Curlers 
chose to curl one six end game on either Thursday or Friday and then 
played one six end and one four end game on Saturday. A total of twelve 
teams took part, four in the Thursday division and eight on Friday. 
During the three days of curling we had some great games and there was 
lots of fun. It came down to the final games on Saturday night before we 
could determine a winner. The Carrie Cress rink was the only team left that 
could catch team Lynn Kelly but they had to not only win their game but win 
all ends in the four-end affair. Cress was facing the Stephen Leslie rink. 
While Cress was able to defeat Leslie she wasn’t able to win enough ends 
and fell short on points to Kelly. Team Kelly, with 36 points, was our spiel 
winner. Cress was able to lock up second place. Skip Lynn Kelly was joined 
by Frances Ford, Bev Young and Alison Grapes. Congratulations ladies. 
Skip Carrie Cress was aided by Wally MacDonald, Justin Humphrey and 
Robbie Biron. It was nice to have Wally MacDonald back curling at the 
Schooner again. Third place in the spiel was the Cormier Rink with Skip 
Gordie Cormier, Bernadette Cormier, Dennis Cormier and Helen Joyce. It 
was also great having Dennis and Helen back on the Schooner ice again as 
well. Thank you also to Kristal Coffin and Sean MacPherson for once again 
joining us to curl at the club. 
Saturday, the final day of the curling season for 2024-25, was a great day 
with not only a lot of good curling but there was lots of great entertainment, 
great food and loads of fun. Gordie Cormier brought his guitar and he and 
others entertained everyone for the afternoon. All curlers and guests were 
treated to a hot dog bar with lots of toppings including some delicious chili 
made by Marnie MacDonald. Dessert was provided by Bernadette Cornier 
in the form of chocolate chip cookie squares and score bar squares. On 
Friday evening, Lori and Dave Rich brought a snack tray for everyone to 
enjoy. Thank you to everyone who brought food for everyone to enjoy.  
After curling was done we had another great party with DJ Jimmy and, as is 
the norm, Jimmy and the Schooner faithful partied into the wee hours of the 
night.  
We want to thank everyone, especially those who joined us from outside the 
Schooner ranks, for taking part and thank you to everyone who helped out 
in organizing and running the spiel in any way. It was another great 
success. Thank you also to our sponsor, Rusty’s Trading Post, for again 
supporting our club.  
So that put the wraps on another great curling season at the Schooner 
Curling Club. It was a great year and we want to thank all the Schooner 
members and friends of the club for making it that way. On to 2025-26.   
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Year End 
Skating Party 

After taking a few years off from the Schooner calendar, the club’s year end 
skating party made its return last season. After the final stones were thrown 
for the season in the closing spiel, we invited Schooner members, their 
families and friends to join us on Sunday, April 13 and go for a skate on our 
beloved curling ice. A good crowd showed up with lots of kids and parents 
alike making their way around the ice on their skates. It looked like 
everyone had a great time. There was also face painting and crafts and 
everyone enjoyed hot dogs and other treats. Thank you to Linda Martell for 
doing the face painting and the crafts with the kids, to Arlene MacIntosh for 
the cupcakes and to Bernadette Cormier for the squares. Thank you also to 
everyone who helped organize and run the event. It was a great way to cap 
off the ‘On-ice’ season and a good beginning to the end of our ice for the 
year.  
 
 

Schooner  
Fun Nights 

 

The final Schooner Fun Night of the season took place on Saturday, March 
15th. There was a good crowd in attendance with many new faces to the 
club experiencing the sport of curling with many attendees getting their 
green on for some St. Paddy’s Day fun. There was birthday cake to 
celebrate a couple of Schooner birthdays, Brian Laughlin and Georgette 
‘G$” Sparkes. There were a few rousing games of Left-Right-Centre and 
many of the people who came to try curling went out for a second round of 
throwing rocks after enjoying some delicious pizza. Overall a great night 
and a great way to end fun nights for the season. 
A big thank you goes out to everyone who joined us this year at the 
Schooner Fun Nights and to everyone who helped out in any way. Fun 
Nights are important to the club as they introduce new people not only to 
the sport of curling but to the club itself and lets them experience the causal 
and fun atmosphere we convey. 
We are looking for fun night coordinators for next season if anyone is 
interested and has some free time to give.  
 
 

Schooner Golf Schooner Golf was held on Saturday, June 21, 2025. Sixteen foursomes of 
the Schooner faithful invaded Alderdale greens for nine holes of golf before 
heading back to the club for a steak dinner. It was a great day for golf and a 
lot of fun was had by all. After all the strokes were tallied we ended up with 
two teams tied for top spot. The foursome of Gordie Cormier, Bill Farr, Kirk 
McNeil and Terrance Nicholson and the team of Robbie Biron, Robert Ried, 
Mike DiPenta and Shaun MacDonald both shot equal scores of one under 
par. A tie break was needed so one hole was picked randomly and the team 
with the better score on that hole would take top spot. The Biron foursome 
prevailed. In the farthest drive competition, Robert Reid won for the men 
and Nicole Humphrey took the women’s side. Closest to the hole was won 
by Mike Dubois for the men and Angela Polegato for the women.  
There was also a poker hand fundraiser held during golf where teams and 
individuals could buy cards at various points on the course and the best 
hand would win half of the day’s proceeds. The $300 prize was won by 
Robbie Biron who very generously donated it back to the club. A big thank 
you to Robbie for his generosity.  
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Another new addition to the Schooner Golf Day were ‘refreshment’ holes. 
There were two holes where golfers could stop to take a break and enjoy 
some liquid refreshments. There was a wide variety to choose from 
including a Jello treat created by Meranda Fitzgerald-Bullen. It was a very 
popular addition to the day.  
 
 

Schooner 
Washer Toss 

The annual Schooner Washer Toss Tournament was held on Saturday, July 
19, with a total of twelve teams taking part. The entry fee included an onsite 
BBQ with burgers and dogs. After an exciting day of tossing washers, it was 
the twosome of Russell Fitzgerald and Brian Laughlin that came out on top 
and took the championship title. Kirk McNeil and Bernadette Cormier were 
the runners up in the top division. Julia Cormier and Robbie Biron were 
winners in the consolation division with Wayne Binns and Kevin Pineau 
taking the runners up spot.  
Thanks to everyone who joined us. It was another great day at the 
Schooner Club. It’s always nice to be able to utilize the club and enjoy a day 
with Schooner friends in the off season. See you next year. 
 
 

Ray Cameron 
Memorial 

Opening Spiel 

The Ray Cameron Memorial Opening Spiel will be a one-day event this year 
taking place on Saturday, November 1. The spiel is open to everyone, no 
curling experience necessary, for an entry fee of $30. Everyone will get 
three, four-end games and there will be lunch provided as well as snacks all 
day. We will also provide all equipment and instruction for anyone who 
needs it. It will be a Halloween theme this year and costumes are 
encouraged. Please plan to join us for our first official curling event of the 
2025-26 season and help us start the year off right. 
 
 

Alison Grapes 
Original 
Painting 

At the end of last season, talented local artist and Schooner Club member, 
Alison Grapes, had donated a painting she had done of the club to be used 
for a fundraiser. A block draw was held with each block costing $10 and the 
winner taking home the beautiful original artwork. A second place winner 
would get a print of the original. A draw was held at the Schooner Closing 
Banquet and it was Donna MacNeil was the winner of the draw for the 
original while Colleen MacLeod won the print. Unfortunately, Donna was 
battling cancer at the end of last season and sadly passed away in 
September of this year. We hope that her husband, Lorne, and other 
members of Donna’s family can enjoy having the painting of a place Donna 
enjoyed so much and gave so much to. Thank you to everyone who took 
part in the draw and a huge thanks goes out to Alison for creating and 
donating such a beautiful piece of art.  
Anyone who wants a print of the painting can order one for a cost of $20 
each. Please see Julia Cormier for more information.  
 
 

Hockey Pool The Schooner Club is running a hockey pool this season after the success 
of the one we tried for the 2024-25 hockey season. Deadline for entry was 
October 7, the day the regular season of the NHL started for this year. 
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Participants chose one player from each of a number of different categories. 
Points will be tallied and winners will receive 30% of total sales for first 
place and 20% of sales for second. We have a total of 79 entrants that paid 
$20 for each entry. The club gets 50% of the sales. Last season’s winners 
were team Sweet Baby Angel submitted by Julia Cormier in the top spot 
and second place was taken by Jimmy MacInnis. The pool is managed by 
Officepools.com and everyone entering a team can keep track of their 
progress on their website.  
Thanks to everyone who entered and congratulations to last year’s winners. 
 
  

Closing 
Banquet, 
Awards, 
General 

Meeting and 
Dance 

 
 

The Schooner Curling Club held its annual awards banquet, closing general 
meeting and dance on Saturday, May 3, 2025 at the club. There was an 
excellent turnout to for the evening.  
Attending members were treated to a great meal of roasted chicken and 
sides from Swiss Chalet, learned lots of info about what went on during the 
season and plans moving forward for the club at the general meeting, 
celebrated all the winners from the 2024-25 season during the awards 
portion of the evening and then got to party the night away with DJ Jimmy at 
the dance.  
The meeting portion of the evening got underway with the president’s report 
given by Julia Cormier. Julia started out by calling for an approval of the 
minutes and then proceeded to thank everyone for such a great year at the 
club. She updated everyone on the clothing order and said that there was a 
slight delay in delivery due to a mechanical issue with the supplier but that 
the order would be delivered and distributed soon. Julia then mentioned that 
there was the possibility the Schooner Club could host curling clinics during 
the 2025-26 season with topics including sweeping techniques and curling 
strategy. The cost for each clinic would be $40 per person.  
Next, Julia told everyone that many of the Schooner events for the next 
season were set and distributed info sheets with those dates for everyone’s 
information. She also talked about Schooner Golf and Washer toss and 
encouraged everyone to take part in these great, off-season events.  
Julia proceeded with her report by letting everyone know that two unclaimed 
50/50 draws from the Women’s World Curling Championship had passed 
their time limit for claim and were donated to charity. The amount for one 
was donated to the SPCA and the other to Transition House. She finished 
up by thanking a number of people, all of the volunteers from the club for 
the past season, the club sponsors, everyone who sold and worked so hard 
making apple pies in that early season fundraiser, to Vince and Kathy Gale 
for all their decorating throughout the year, to Meranda Fitzgerald-Bullen 
and Island Decorators for the great job getting the club looking great for the 
closing events and to Linda and Crystal for all their help as well. Before 
closing out Julia thanked Trida, Bernadette and Arlene for bringing sweets 
for dessert to the banquet and then thanked everyone again for a great 
year. She said she was looking forward to an even better season for 2025-
26. 
Lynn Kelly was next with the Treasurer’s report. She went through the club’s 
current financial position and talked about the success of some of the 
fundraising efforts we undertook for the year and their success. She also 
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talked about the roof project and how it was financed, partially through a 
grant and partially through a loan from New Dawn with the remaining 
coming from our corporate account. She said we were in good financial 
position overall and that some of the off season events would also bring in 
money. She was cautious about potential off-season costs and also said we 
will have startup costs for the new season.  
The Ice Crew report from Brian Laughlin was next and he reported that it 
was a pretty good year overall with no major incidents after the season got 
underway. With volunteer time being more plentiful for the season, the ice 
was maintained a lot more with shaving taking place almost every day there 
was league play that made for better ice conditions for everyone.  
Lynn Kelly was back on the floor next to deliver the membership report. She 
said numbers were good with the club having 70-71 members for most of 
the season. 
Bob Smith gave the bar report and said everything went pretty well with 
sales being good all year. He said that the club tried to stock what the 
members were looking for at the bar as best they could. Some items that 
were poor sellers were dropped and other items added as members 
requested new products.  
Richard Lorway was next with the drawmaster’s report. He said that Mixed 
League had been split into two separate leagues, one on Monday and one 
Tuesday as there were a number of members who could only play on one 
night or the other and scheduling had become difficult. He suggested 
adding ‘social’ to the name of the mixed league to better convey the type of 
atmosphere in those leagues. He went on to say that doubles and the 
women’s league that shared Wednesday evenings had both gone well but 
suggested that it be considered to make women’s a weekly league due to 
its popularity. He announced that he would not be reoffering for the 
drawmaster’s position for the following season.  
The bonspiel committee report was delivered by Julia and she said that 
doing spiels by committee continued to work well and the plan was to 
continue this way. She said any feedback was welcome and anyone 
wanting to help out should come forward next season. Fun nights was next 
and it was reported that all of the three events for the season went well. We 
are looking for new people to coordinate and run fun nights for the 2025-26 
season and we will also attempt to garner sponsorship for the events. 
Finally, Bill Farr reported for newsletter and web. He said that the final 
newsletter had been published for the season in April and that he would 
return to do the newsletters for the following year starting with the October 
edition. He went on to say that the website had still seen a lot of traffic even 
given the switch to social media for most of the club’s information. He said 
he wasn’t going to do the website management any longer but would still 
help out until a replacement could be found. Others had already taken over 
the social media side and the drawmaster was now responsible to adding 
league schedules to the online calendar which lessened the workload.  
Some committees did not offer a report.  
The meeting then moved on to other business that needed to be discussed. 
The first item of discussion was the dues we pay to the Nova Scotia Curling 
Association. These dues, now $2 per member, are scheduled to rise, first to 
$5 then $8 and then to $10 per member. Given this rise in per-member cost, 
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it was decided we will keep an eye on the total cost and way the benefits we 
get from membership in the NSCA moving forward. Next, it was announced 
that, due to rising costs overall, our club membership needed to rise. It was 
decided that we would now charge $300 plus tax per year for a full 
membership. The previous rate was $299 tax included. The $99 plus tax 
new member promo and the $120 plus tax student rate would remain the 
same.  
The next order of business was discussing the pallet home village across 
the street. The Schooner Club hadn’t had much issue with the pallet home 
residents over the course of the season. A few minor incidents in the 
parking lot but nothing major. The new guard house that was promised at 
the corner had been built, a new manger had been hired and many of the 
original residents had been graduated to the new facility downtown with a 
new crop soon to be living in the Pine Tree Park facility.  
Finally, as part of the discussions, everyone was informed that DJ Jimmy 
had been hired for some upcoming dances for next season, the upcoming 
Pier Reunion and Sydney Toronto reunion were discussed and donations to 
the club for work in the ice shed were announced, the main ones being 
$3000 from Rusty’s for new hacks and an anonymous donation for work on 
the side boards in the amount of $2000.  
After the discussions, we then moved on to club elections. Here are the 
elected members for your Schooner Executive and Committees for the 
2025-26 season: 
President – Julia Cormier 
Vice-President – Gordie Cormier 
Treasurer – Lynn Kelly 
Secretary – Kristen (Bell) Fortune 
Draw Master – Kristen (Bell) Fortune / Kevin Gouthro 
Bar Committee Head – Bob Smith 
Ice – Brian Laughlin 
Spiels - By Committee 
House Keeping – By Committee 
Membership – Lynn Kelly 
Public Relations –  
Fun Nights – Jenna MacNeil 
Ways and Means – Lynn Kelly 
Website – Jennifer Haigh 
Newsletter – Bill Farr 
 
After the election of officers, the meeting was brought to a close and 
adjourned. 
We then moved on to the awards for the 2025-26 season. The league 
awards were presented as well as the voted awards. There was also a 
special lifetime membership awarded to a Schooner member who had been 
at the club for 20 plus years and donated hundreds of hours of time as a 
volunteer. President Julia Cormier presented this award to our ice maker, 
Brian Laughlin. Very well deserved.  
The final part of the evening before we all started to party with DJ jimmy 
was to give away some prizes. The Snowball hadn’t gone before the end of 
the year so it was carried over to the banquet and added to by everyone 
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who wanted to take part. Arlene MacIntosh was our winner of $100. There 
was a second draw for a $155 prize that was won by Mark Monahan who 
generously donated it back to the club. The next prize was the painting by 
Alison Grapes that was offered as first prize in a block Draw. The winner 
was Donna MacNeil. Second prize, a print of the original painting, was won 
by Colleen MacLeod. Finally, there were a number of gift cards from various 
business sponsors of the club that were given away. A draw was done from 
names of everyone in attendance. Helen Joyce, Walter Nichols, Jennifer 
Brain, Gordie Cormier, Samantha Livingstone, Kristen Bell, Trida Murphy, 
Bill Farr and Kirk McNeil were lucky winners.  
Overall a great meeting and awards banquet. Lots of information shared 
and decisions made. Then it was on to party with jimmy for the rest of the 
night. It was a blast and a great way to end the 2024-25 season. 
 
  

Donations and 
Club 

Upgrades 
 

The Schooner Curling Club was the beneficiary of a couple of sizable 
donation over the off-season that allowed for some much needed upgrades 
in the ice shed area. The first of the two was a very generous $3000 
donation from long-time club supporter, Rusty’s Trading Post. That money 
was earmarked for the purchase of removable hacks for our two sheets of 
ice along with other miscellaneous items required for them. These new 
hacks will allow the ice crew to fully remove them easily so they can shave 
and maintain the entire ice sheet during regular maintenance. The previous 
hacks were bolted in and removal and replacement was a time consuming 
process. This will make for much cleaner ice around and behind the hack 
area. This is a big upgrade and a huge convenience for the ice crew. A 
cordless Ryobi vacuum and drill to clear out and maintain the mounting 
holes for the new hacks are also part of the purchase.  The use for the 
remaining money from this donation is still under consideration.  
The second generous donation was from an anonymous donor for the 
amount of $2000. This money was used to redo the side boards in the ice 
shed with pressure treated decking. The money was used to buy the lumber 
and the associated items such as screws and other hardware. The old 
carpet was removed, repairs made to the underlying structure where 
needed and the deck boards installed. There was also plastic puck board 
attached to the face of the sides. The puck board was obtained for free from 
an arena in the Strait area that was renovating and installing new boards. A 
huge thank you goes out to all the volunteers who donated not only time but 
the use of their power tools to complete this project, saving the club 
hundreds if not over a thousand dollars in labor. The remaining money from 
this donation will be used to complete the installation of pressure treated 
panels and puck board for the ends of each sheet. Scheduling of this is still 
ongoing. 
Other donations include a round wooden table from Marnie MacDonald that 
will be used for club functions and another anonymous donation to cover 
our website registration fees for the next two years. If we missed any gifts or 
donations, we apologize but please know that we appreciate each and 
every one. These go a long way to helping the club stay financially viable.  
A few other purchases that will help make life easier for the ice crew were a 
pump to move antifreeze and water upstairs in the back room in the event of 
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a leak and more has to be added. Previously it had to be carried upstairs 
and poured in manually. There was also a new charger purchased and 
installed on our cordless ice shaving machine and a few miscellaneous 
tools and fittings were also purchased.  
We would, again, like to extend a huge thank you to everyone who donates 
to the club, both big and small amounts, and also thank the many people 
who give their time to help complete projects and do jobs around the club. 
Without this kindness, we could not exist.   
 
 

Sydney 
Curling Club 

to Host 
Provincial 

Spiels 

The Sydney Curling Club has announced that they will be hosting two 
Provincial championships this coming season. The Nova Scotia Fireman’s 
Curling Championship will be held from January 30th to February 1st, 2026  
And the Nova Scotia Women’s Club Championship will be held from March 
26th to 28th, 2026.  Winners of these spiels will go off to represent Nova 
Scotia at their respective National title events. Everyone is welcome to drop 
by and take in some of the great Provincial curling action at these events. 
Let’s show all the curlers our support and some of that Cape Breton 
hospitality.   
 

Sydney 
Curling Club 

Building 
Update 

A recent article in the Cape Breton Post on October 14th highlighting the 
Sydney curling club and its upcoming season also provided some updates 
on the progress of the new building planned for a location in Open Hearth 
Park at 235 Stable drive which is near the corner of Ferry St. close to the 
canteen and splash pad area. Sydney Curling Club president, Travis Stone, 
said in a different Post article in February that the estimated total cost of the 
project will be 18 million dollars. In the more recent article, he told the Post 
that the project was around 80% funded and they are currently negotiating 
to obtain the remainder of the required funds so the project can proceed to 
the next stage. He went on to say the next thing on the docket was to 
secure their final round of drawings and blueprints and then securing a 
contractor with hopes to break ground in early 2026. While not offering a 
definite opening date for the new facility, Stone did state that they have to 
deal with issues that have arose at the current building and are “Excited to 
keep the progress moving forward toward our new building in the next 
couple of years”. Hopefully that means that the Sydney curling community 
will have access to the new, modern, six-sheet facility for the 2027-28 
curling season. Stone also said that the building will not only be a big step 
forward for local curlers and expand the capacity for more membership but 
also be a way for the area to attract larger events and national 
championships such as club, mixed and senior championships, potentially 
bringing hundreds of curlers and their families to the region to showcase 
Cape Breton on a different stage than before.  
Best of luck to the Sydney Curling Club moving forward with the project. We 
certainly hope Sydney will see this great facility as soon as possible so the 
sport of curling can grow in the area.  
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